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September 2011

Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org

Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

SUMMER HOURS
Worship with

Holy Communion
Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................9:00 am

FALL HOURS
Starting September 18th

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

�

�

“Growing
Together

for
Christ”



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net
Vice President:
 Don Korus........................815-363-9590
 Email:  cdkorus@comcast.net
Secretary:
 Cher Liska deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Kevin Wilson  morley5613@comcast.
net
Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Heidi Aavang...................847-497-4705
 Email:  heidi.aavang@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for September 2011

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by October 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................847-363-1286
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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Here we go, again!  Another fall season is upon us and with it comes the beginning of 
Sunday School, Confi rmation, and many other fall activities in our congregation.

But, still, it is the beginning of the academic year as well.  Kids will be off to school, eager to 
learn about how this world works – classes in math, English, social sciences, and so much 
else…  On September 4, at the Blessing of the Backpacks, we will hold these students 
up in prayer, asking God to bless their coming school year and their studies.  We will 
encourage them to learn their lessons, as God watches over their comings and goings, 
their classrooms, their sports, their school programs and their fun.  It is important that 
we let them know that the education they are receiving is important – it prepares them 
for their futures.

We also have two “special” students that we will lift up on that Sunday as well.  Glen Stevens 
will return to his studies in the Diakonia program, a two-year lay education program that 
nurtures the faith life of those who seek to know God and God’s plan for their life.  This 
year, among others, Glen will take introductory classes in New Testament, Church History, 
Lutheran Creeds and Confessions, and Pastoral Care – all this while listening intently for 
where God is calling him to serve.

Our second “special” student is Debra Kelly, as she begins her life transition to that of a 
seminary student at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.  Debbie’s classes this 
fi rst semester will probably include Pentateuch and the Wisdom Literature of the Old 
Testament, Church History, and Biblical Greek (the language in which the New Testament 
was originally written – and another reason to hold Debbie up in prayer!).  Debbie has 
heard God’s call to serve in Word and Sacrament ministry – studying for four years to 
become a pastor.  Debbie made this decision after attending Diakonia for one year and 
listening for the still, small voice of God.

While not everyone is called to rostered ministry and seminary, the Diakonia classes are 
a phenomenal way to learn more about your relationship with God.  The purpose and 
goal of the Diakonia program is to provide each student the opportunity to discover their 
God-given gifts, strengthen their faith and their abilities, and give them purpose within 
their own congregations, synods, and the church-wide body of Christ.

“The Diakonia program in the Northern Illinois Synod has been a wonderful blessing to individuals, 
congregations, the synod and indeed the whole church.  I see the fruits of the program being how 
it empowers the participant’s serving at home, in the neighborhood, at church, at work and school 
throughout the synod and beyond.” -- Bishop Gary Wollersheim, Northern Illinois Synod

If you would like to hear more about Diakonia (or seminary) I would encourage you to 
talk to Glen, Debbie, or me.  It is an experience that will change your life, taking you on a 
journey to grow in your faith and love of God.

Blessings,
Pastor Doug
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To My Church Family,

My name is Hazel Morley and I am a member at large of the Joyful Harvest Church Council.  
I am in my second year of a three-year term.

Being on council never entered my mind.  “Never” was a word to describe it.  Like “I would 
never run for council,” or “You couldn’t pay me enough to be on the council.”  NEVER is a 
word not to throw around lightly.  Eating crow is not a fi ve-star meal.

The fi rst few meetings I listened and observed.  I am comfortable with it now.  My goal is to 
do only what is best for the church body in a fair and logical manner.  I thank God for the 
opportunity.  Now, on to other things…

While listening to a preacher on W.M.B.I., he said that if you don’t remember the moment 
you became a Christian, then you are not a Christian.  I responded, talking to the radio, “That’s 
not true.”  My walk to fi nd my true faith came in bits and pieces and took a while.  I did not 
have an “Ah-Ha” moment.

Let me tell you about my sister-in-law, Thelma.  Whenever we received a letter or a birthday 
card from Thelma, there was always a tract tucked inside.  A tract is a prayer, scripture, or 
short story on a small piece of paper, the size of a deck of cards.  I began looking forward to 
them and started reading my Bible more.  Honestly, I did not understand most of what I read.  
Being a logical person, some things were confusing, like Jonah and the Whale.

Dick and I spent many Sunday afternoons with Thelma and Bob, Dick’s younger brother.  This 
one Sunday, she and I were seated at the Spaghetti Factory after the four of us had spent a 
few hours at the Seven Mile Fair in Wisconsin.  We were alone in the moment.  She opened 
her purse and said, “Here are some tracts for you.  Do you want them?”  I said YES and was 
excited!  Something happened that day; I started asking questions of others – more reading 
the Bible, more searching and searching.  The Scriptures opened up to me.  I was thrilled!  My 
mind and my eyes were opened to God’s word and I was blessed by that wonderful gift.  That 
was the real beginning of my search for the truth and understanding of God’s love for me and 
for all who believe.

Greetings from the

continued to page 5
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In 1985, Thelma went home due to cancer at forty-nine years old.  I will always be grateful 
to her for pointing me in the right direction.  Before I became a Christian, I sat in church 
Sunday after Sunday believing that I was okay where I was, when actually I was a lost 
soul.

At times, I feel my heart will burst with the love I feel for Jesus.  Humbled by forgiveness 
and a big conscience of right and wrong, I call that my “gut feeling.”  When the Spirit fi lled 
my soul, I found the true meaning of the Triune God.

When seeds are planted, some take longer to sprout than others.  I was not churched as 
a young person.  I was in my early 20’s when I began going to church regularly.  It’s been 
a long road.  I have experienced His love and the Holy Spirit for a long time.  I know that 
God is always with me.

Dick and I will be married sixty years on November 17th this year.  We have four sons, 
their mates, ten grandchildren, three married.  At last count, we had fourteen great-
grandchildren.  It seems like the great-grandkids are coming in bunches.

I was employed at Johnsburg School District 12 for twenty-eight years in food service, 
twenty-four years at Bush School, and four at the Junior High.  For a few years, we sent 
lunches to Ringwood School; a High School student, Lee Carpenter, was our delivery 
driver.  I retired in 1996.  

Thank you for reading my contribution to the Grapevine.  God loves us ALL – What a 
Blessing!

Peace,
Hazel

This is the day that the Lord had made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:24

Greetings from the Council cont.

Pet Blessing
On August 14th, Joyful Harvest 
had our annual Pet Blessing.  
Pets are an important part of 
our lives - the bond between 
person and pet is like no 
other relationship, because the 
communication between fellow 
creatures is at its most basic.
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Annual Rummage Sale
Thank You, Theresa Hoffman and 

to everyone who helped out.

It was a great success! 

Tom Hankins and Dick Morley  “headed for the open road”
on one of the items that was donated for the rummage sale.  You go, guys!!
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Joyful Harvest / Scout PicnicJoyful Harvest / Scout Picnic
August 20August 20thth-21-21stst

Pastor Doug, Glen Stevens, and the
Scout Pack 455 did a number of skits and songs.

We enjoyed soccer, baseball, tug of war, etc. 
It was a really great time of fun and fellowship.  

Thanks you, Miss Hoffman
Please give a special thank you to Raven Hoffman for stepping out 

in faith and offering a wonderful sermon on Aug. 13th and 14th.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
3 1 2 3

7 8 9 104 5 6

15 16 1711 12 13 14

22 23 2418 19 20 21

2925 26 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
4:00 pm - Royal Oaks Apple 
    Orchard Outing
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

9:00 am - Worship
Blessing of the 
 Backpacks 

9:00 am - Worship
11:00 am - Saufen Und Spiel
6:00-8:00pm - Youth Fun Night

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 
 

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Council Meeting

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

1 2

3027 28

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

30

1

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
12:00 pm - Raffl e Drawing
5:00 pm Confi rmation

September 2011September 2011

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of September!

M. Aavang J. Anderson J. Bagin D. Miller R. Miller D.&H. Morley

L. Mormino K.&S. Peight T.&H. Peterson B. Rieke D. Rigby C. Ritter G.&C. Ritter

R.&L. Robertson J.&J. Romano J. Roth J. Roth B.&R. Rudzena B.&J. Sigwalt E.&B. Sisk

J.&H. Smith C.&V. Stevens G.&R. Stevens K.&S. Volden K.&P. Wilson G. Wolf H.&M.Aavang

J.&K. Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts K. Betts K.&A. Brennan L.&M. Carpenter

6:30 pm - Scout Committee Mtg.

6:30 pm - Scout Committee Mtg.

First Day of Autumn

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 
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Sunday Morning Helpers Needed

 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a 
rotating basis for various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  
From greeters to video system operators to nursery attendants, the 
goal is for every member to serve in some way.  All are invited to 
prayerfully consider how God is calling them to serve.  For questions 
and more information please contact Pastor Doug.

Pastor Doug
caught in the act . . .

. . . of relaxing on
Voltz Lake in Wisconsin

Teen Fun Night 
Flag Football

It’s been a blast.
Come join us Sunday, 

Sept. 11 from 6:00-8:00 pm 



HHAPPENINGSAPPENINGS
that were, that are and that will be!that were, that are and that will be!
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Worship Team WANTED:
Looking for people to work with choosing the music/readings/dramas, etc. for worship as well as 
help scheduling the monthly assistance of readers, greeters, communion servers, bread bringers, 
etc.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Music Director WANTED:
We are looking for a Music Director to lead our singing in worship each week.  If you know of 
someone who would like to be a part of our worship, please contact a council member.  This will 
be a paid position; salary to be determined.

Fellowship Team WANTED:
Looking for people to help with GROW events such as monthly outings, game nights, special 
events like Mother’s Day Tea, Valentine’s Day Prom, Family Day Picnics. Fundraisers, etc.  Please 
contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Youth Fun Night:
 The next Youth Night will be September 11th from 6-8pm.  Soccer ewill be the main attraction.  
Snacks and soft drinks will be served, come and enjoy the fun.  Monthly youth activity fun nights 
are the 2nd Sunday of each month for students who will be entering fi fth grade and up.

Rummage Sale:
THANK YOU! – To everyone who helped at the Rummage Sale.  And the grand total is over 
$3,200.  All proceeds will go to the replacement of the carpet.

Raffl e Ticket Sale:
We are sponsoring a raffl e to help fund the replacement of the carpet.  Raffl e tickets are $1 each, 
or six for $5 and are going like wildfi re.  We are already on our second batch of tickets. Various 
prizes will be given away, including a $250 grand prize!  Please see Roberta Miller or Juanita Roth 
for tickets, available now.
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Simply Giving Program:
We offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular offering.  Electronic giving is 
convenient for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.  To 
set up an electronic giving schedule, you can complete a paper authorization form.  You have your 
choice of different schedules.  See someone in the church offi ce for more information or the form 
you need. 

HHAPPENINGSAPPENINGS
that were, that are and that will be! that were, that are and that will be! - (cont.)- (cont.)

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 6 years.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you crochet or knit and would be interested in being a part of a prayer shawl ministry, please 
give Rita Rudzena a call at 815-354-6379.  You can work at home while making them . . . directions 
can be given . . . easy to knit or crochet.  It is great having prayer shawls on hand at Joyful Harvest 
to hand out to those in need, such as surgery, etc.   

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are now 
supporting the newly formed Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Web Page Help:
Know something about web pages or would like to learn?  We are looking for someone to help 
out with Joyful Harvest’s web site.  Please see Pastor Doug or council member if you would like to 
be a part of this vital public ministry.

Blessing of the Backpacks:
On September 4, at the Blessing of the Backpacks, we will hold these students up in prayer, asking 
God to bless their coming school year and their studies.  We will encourage them to learn their 
lessons, as God watches over their comings and goings, their classrooms, their sports, their school 
programs and their fun.  It is important that we let them know that the education they are receiving 
is important – it prepares them for their futures.
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Education News
Sunday School News:
 The Sunday School Program will be using the rotation program again this year.  We are looking 
forward to a great year of learning about God and having fun too! A more detailed description 
of the program will be available at the Welcome Table.  Registration forms will also be available 
shortly. 
 Sunday School is in need of volunteers to serve as class teachers, shepherds, record keepers and 
other support personnel for the Sunday School program this year.
 Whether you have been attending Joyful Harvest for a long time or have just started attending, if 
you have a heart for seeing a child’s faith blossom before your eyes, and wish to served God in this 
capacity, there is a place to serve in our Sunday School program.  Please contact Christina Ritter 
or Theresa Hoffman for more info.
 Sunday School also includes an adult study, so plan on attending an adult class during Sunday 
School hour.

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am 
at the church.  They are studying “Putting Plan B into Action”.  All men 
are  invited to attend.   Please join us for this wonderful Bible study and 
fellowship opportunity.   

Wonderful Women of Faith:
The Wonderful Women of Faith had dinner at “The Grand Buffet” on Wednesday, July 27th.  Food 
was grand, fellowship was grand, and all had a wonderful time. Hope you can join us when we start 
back up in the fall.

Diakonia:
This is a 2-year lay education, spiritual formation program within the Northern Illinois Synod.  
Diakonia seeks to give you a fi rm foundation in your Christian faith.  We currently have two 
students attending the classes which meet on Saturdays from 9:30-12:30.  If you would like more 
information or would like to sit in on one of the classes to see what Diakonia is all about, please 
contact Pastor Doug.

Confi rmation Class:
Classes will begin Sunday, Sept. 18th, from 5pm-7pm.  If you have or are a student in 7th or 8th 
grade and are interested in Confi rmation Classes, please see Pastor Doug.  We will meet (generally) 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.  Confi rmation is when a student promises to undertake 
the responsibility for their faith life and is an important part of membership in a congregation.
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+ Christian Symbols +

Robe

Bible Quiz? ?? ?? ??

Answers: A (see 1 Kings 3:5-14.)

 A robe, specifi cally one that’s 
new and white, symbolizes the 
righteousness we receive through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
Isaiah 61:10 speaks of “the 
garments of salvation” and “the 
robe of righteousness.”  In 
Revelation 6:11, faithful martyrs 
each received a white robe.  
People who are being baptized or 
confi rmed often wear white 
robes as a sign of purity.

 At the outset of his reign as Israel’s third king, 
Solomon saw the Lord in a dream.  God invited 
Solomon to request anything he wanted.  What did 
Solomon ask for?

 A. The ability to discern
   between good 
   and evil
 B. Long life
 C. Riches
 D. Conquest 
   over his 
   enemies.

A Clean Slate

 One of the best things about 
heading back to school is the chance 
for a fresh start.  A new year, new 
teachers  perhaps even a new school 
offer students the opportunity to try 
a little harder and do a little better 
than the year before.

 Praise God that he allows us 
to always start over.  Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mercies “are new every 
morning:  (Lamentations 3:23a). With God’s help, we can begin each day with 
a clean slate and a new attitude, determined to make some changes for the 
better. 
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 – September Celebrations –

Birthdays:
  2 Doug Liston
  4 Rachel McClanahan
  4 Joey Romano
  6 Emerson Brennan
  8 Matt Larkin
 22 Olivia Stevens 
 24 Jason Kelly
 25 Mikayla Andersen

Anniversaries:
 5 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Bettis
 6 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dunn
 9 Mr. & Mrs. Linda Mormino
22 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Larkin
25 Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Conner
25 Mr. & Mrs. Doug Liston
30 Mr. & Mrs. Gary DeMarchi

 26 Isabel Dunn
 27 Josh Hagen
 27 Zach Owen
 27 Josh Owen
 29 Cindy Korus
 29 Kevin Volden
 30 Victoria Stevens 

CelebrationsCelebrations

Terror No More
 “O Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen 
their heart, you will incline your ear to do justice for the orphan and the 
oppressed, so that those from earth may strike terror no more”  (Psalm 
10:17-18, NSRV).
 Ten years have passed since that tragic September morning in 2001, 
when terrorists took thousands of innocent lives and shattered America’s 
sense of security.  As we refl ect on this anniversary, Psalm 10 reminds 
us that God is on the side of the victim, the He ensures that justice is 
ultimately done.

Labor of love
 During Labor Day weekend worship, 
many congregations bless members of 
various occupations.  From painting to 
parenting, from truck driving to teaching, 
from farming to pharmaceutical research, 
work is honored as holy.
 No matter your fi eld of work, 
remember that any task done in God’s 
name and to his glory is holy.

Grandparents
Grandparents bestow upon their 

grandchildren
The strength and wisdom that time
And experience have given them.

Grandchildren bless their grandparents
With a youthful vitality and innocence

That helps them stay young at heart forever.

Together they create a chain of love
Linking the past with the future.

The chain may lengthen,
But it will never part...

~Author Unknown~
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