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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
December, 2011                     Volume 2, Issue 12         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Togther for Christ”

DECEMBER
E  V  E  N  T  S

“I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people.”
Luke 2:10, NRSV

Potato Bake and Sing Out 
 6:00pm........................12/17
Christmas Pageant
 10:45am......................12/18
Christmas Eve Worship
 6:00pm & 10:00pm...12/24
Christmas Day Worship
 10:00am only.............12/25
New Year’s Eve Worship
 6:00pm........................12/31
New Years Day Worship
 10:00am only.............01/01
There will be no Sunday School on 
Christmas Day or New Year’s Day



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net
Vice President:
 Don Korus........................815-363-9590
 Email:  cdkorus@comcast.net
Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Kevin Wilson  morley5613@comcast.
net
Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman.........815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter..............815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for January 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by December 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and 
of God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of 
fear that God’s coming should arouse in us.  We are indifferent to 
the message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out of it and 
forgetting the serious aspect, that the God of the world draws near 
to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.  The coming of 
God is truly not only glad tidings, but fi rst of all frightening news for 
everyone who has a conscience. – Dietrich Bonhoeffer

When was the last time that you experienced that shiver?

It is all well and good for us to know that God loves us and provides for us, but when 
we become complacent about it, when we forget the divine aspect of just who is 
about to come into the world, we lose the awe.  And in so doing, we lose the respect 
and the reverence that we should have for God.  Jesus becomes nothing more than 
a good prophet who lived a good life, tending to the needy and caring for the sick.  
Jesus becomes simply a role model, someone we should emulate.

But that tiny baby, born in a manger, born into an oppressed society and growing up 
in poverty, is so much more than that.  Jesus asked his disciples this simple question: 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” 

WOW!!!  A bold statement for that time!  A statement that could have gotten Peter 
stoned to death for blasphemy.  Peter was the fi rst to see it, but he didn’t come to 
that conclusion on his own.  Jesus knew this and answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For fl esh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven.”  God revealed it to Peter, and God reveals it to us today.

That tiny baby IS God.  Fully God.  Not just a good role model or someone to 
encourage us, but truly and utterly God!  And what does that mean for us?  What 
does it mean to have God become human?  

God needed to take on our humanity because God is infi nitely above us.  In order to 
establish a relationship with us, God became truly human.  But in doing so, God 

continued to page 4
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didn’t set aside divinity, because keeping divinity was the way to bring us salvation.  
In Jesus, God is not only infi nitely above but also infi nitely near.  God’s love for us 
is infi nite because God is infi nite love.  And that love shows us a God who is willing 
to walk the darkest road, the road to a cross.

The very act of the incarnation, of becoming human, shows what kind of God He is.  
In our readings of the Jewish scriptures, we fi nd God as the creator of the universe, 
the One who created the universe out of nothing.  He was the great I AM, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  But in incarnation, we fi nd out so much more about 
God.  We discover and relate to a God who is primarily love.  A love that is a total 
self-giving of one’s self to another. 

But that same love is the Love that kicked us out of Eden because of our 
disobedience.  The Love that, by necessity, must hold us accountable for our actions 
and inactions.  The Love whose next words to Peter were “Get behind me, Satan!  
You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.”

This God in humanity is also the God of humanity.  God has come in this tiny baby 
to show us the depths of God’s love.  God’s willingness to step from the throne 
into our lives, to call us close and to teach us God’s plan, a plan that has and is and 
will come to completion in and through this tiny baby.  To lead us and strengthen 
us and teach us and rebuke us and be in relationship with us.  To love us.

And now we stand in awe at the manger.  Shivering in the awesome realization of 
what that tiny new life truly means.  Seeing, possibly for the fi rst time, the meaning 
of love.

Christmas blessings to your families,

Pastor Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)

Pastor Doug and Sandy  wish to thank the congregation for the wonderful 

gift given in honor of Pastor Appreciation Month.  Your generosity and 

caring are a gracious and ever-present reminder of just how blessed we 

are to be a part of such a caring and loving congregation! 

 Thank You!
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Trick or Treat
for the Food Pantry

Youth Group

Trick or Treating

for the Food 

Pantry

They collected
over 100

food items
for those 
in need.

Great Job!
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Thanksgiving MealThanksgiving Meal

and Fellowshipand Fellowship

Here
Turkey, 
Turkey, 
Turkey!
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All Saints SundayAll Saints Sunday Confirmation ClassConfirmation Class

The confi rmation class was studying the Holy 
Spirit - who comes to us like the wind . . .

Program: Earn the God and Me award.  The God and Me curriculum is 
 designed to help children become best friends with Jesus and tell  
 their story of “God and Me’ together. Children will make games and
  keep them in a GAMEBOX (God And Me Exploring BOX). These
 games will reinforce the Bible lessons and provide opportunities for 
 families to explore God’s love together. 

For: Boys and girls in grades 1-3

Meeting Place: Joyful Harvest Lutheran Church

Introductory Meeting: 11/21/2011

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Dates: 3rd and 4th Monday of the month

Cost: Approx. $10.00. You will need to get a workbook ($5) and we will all 
 share the cost of supplies. 

Contact: Chris Chapman–815•861•7131 or email chris.b.chapman@att.net

On All Saints Sunday we give thanks to God for 
the wonderful things God has placed in our lives.

God and Me
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 1 2 3

7 8 9 104 5 6

15 16 1711 12 13 14

22 23 2418 19 20 21

2725 26 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:30am - Toy Swap
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship followed by
    Potato Bake & Sing Out

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Christmas Eve Worship
9:00 pm - Christmas Eve Worship

8:00 am - Blood Drive
8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship 
5:00 pm Confi rmation

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting
6:00-8:00pm - Youth Fun Night

10:00 am - Worship
No Sunday School

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
7:00pm - WWF

 

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

1 1

2827 28

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

29

1

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship and
      Christmas Pageant
(Pageant will be 
held during 
2nd service only)
5:00 pm - Confi rmation

December 2011December 2011

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of December!

M. Aavang J. Anderson M.&M. Kandray

D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski D.&C. Korus R.&C. Kutz T.&S. Ladouceur J. Larkin J.&S. Larkin

C.&C. Liska A. Liston D.&S. Liston T.&K. Liston C. Loeffl er J.&S. Lusk D.&M. Luszcz

A.J.&S. Miller D. Miller R. Miller D.&H. Morley L. Mormino K.&S. Peight T.&H. Peterson

D. Rigby C. Ritter G.&C. Ritter R.&L. Robertson J.&J. Romano J. Roth

6:00 pm - Scout Committee Mtg. 6:00 pm - Scout Pack

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
7:00pm - WWF

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
7:00pm - WWF 

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 
7:00pm - WWF

B. Rieke

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

T.&H. Hankins E.&T. Hoffman

29 30 31
7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship
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Worship Team WANTED:
 Looking for people to work with choosing the music/readings/dramas, etc. for worship as well 
as help scheduling the monthly assistance of readers, greeters, communion servers, bread bringers, 
etc.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Fellowship Team WANTED:
 Looking for people to help with GROW events such as monthly outings, game nights, special 
events like Mother’s Day Tea, Valentine’s Day Prom, Family Day Picnics, Fundraisers, etc.  Please 
contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Web Page Help:
Know something about web pages or would like to learn?  We are looking for someone to help 
out with Joyful Harvest’s web site.  Please see Pastor Doug or council member if you would like to 
be a part of this vital public ministry.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

A Christmas Message
 Christmas holds the mystery
 Of how God touched the earth
 By giving us the Christ child
 In a newborn baby’s birth.

 Great awe was in young Mary’s heart,
 And in the shepherds’ pace
 As they ran quickly to the town
 And found that special place.

 These humble shepherds knelt before
 This tiny newborn king;
 And as they did so , they could hear
 The lovely angels sing:

 “Fear not, for unto you this day,
 The Price of Peace has come
 To share God’s love throughout the world.
 Rejoice now, everyone!”
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Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 6 years.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you crochet or knit and would be interested in being a part of a prayer shawl ministry, please 
give Rita Rudzena a call at 815-354-6379.  You can work at home while making them . . . directions 
can be given . . . easy to knit or crochet.  It is great having prayer shawls on hand at Joyful Harvest 
to hand out to those in need, such as surgery, etc.   

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are supporting 
the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Youth Fun Night:
  The next Youth Night will be December 11th from 6-7pm.  Board and video games will be the 
main attraction.  Snacks and soft drinks will be served, come and enjoy the fun.  Monthly youth 
activity fun nights are the 2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up.

Membership:
 You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to participate in the social, service, or worship 
events of this congregation.  You are invited to join in any of these right away.  Membership here 
is not a “registration” for congregational benefi ts; rather it is a faith step toward more active 
involvement and growth.  When you want to consider that step, please contact the pastor.

Family Event (Christmas Pageant):
  Quentin Road’s Christmas Pageant “Bethlehem’s Cry Heard Around The World” playing at the  
Quentin Road Bible Baptist Church for 2 weekends (7 Performances) only. December 10, 11 17, & 
18th.  Purchase tickets online at www.qrchristmas.com or by calling 847-438-4494.  Ten or more 
tickets $6.00 each.  We currently have over 40 people attending on December 10th - join us!

OONGOINGNGOING H HAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS
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Education News
Sunday School News:
 The Sunday School Program is in full swing , but there is always room for 
more!  Please join us!!!
 Sunday School classes for all ages are during the 9:30 Sunday School hour.  
This also includes an adult study, so plan on attending and adult class.  Please 
contact Christina Ritter or Theresa Hoffman for more info.

 

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  We are using a study 
called “Take It to the Limit”.   This is a great time to come and join 
us.

Diakonia:
 This is a 2-year lay education, spiritual formation program within the Northern Illinois Synod.  
Diakonia seeks to give you a fi rm foundation in your Christian faith.  We currently have one 
student attending the classes which meet on Saturdays from 9:30-12:30.  If you would like more 
information or would like to sit in on one of the classes to see what Diakonia is all about, please 
contact Pastor Doug.

Confi rmation Class:
 Classes have begun, but if you have a student in 7th or 8th grade and are interested in Confi rmation 
Classes, please see Pastor Doug.  We will meet (generally) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month from 5pm-7pm.  Confi rmation is when a student promises to undertake the responsibility 
for their faith life and is an important part of membership in a congregation. 

Wonderful Women of Faith:
 WWF is meeting each Wednesday at 7:00pm - They are in a study called 
“Outlive Your Life” by Max Lucado - Feel free to join them anytime.  If you 
have any questions about WWF or have a suggestion please see Juanita or 
Roberta.  They’re eager to hear new ideas to keep the group strong.
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+ Christian Symbols +

Rose

Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: B (See Matthew 1:18-2:12 and 
    Luke 2:1-20, especially v. 11.

 Some parts of the 
christmas story, as 
commonly told, aren’t 
actually recounted in 
Scripture. Which of the 
following details is recorded 
in the Bible?

 A. Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem, and Joseph 
  walked alongside her. 
 B. Angels announced that a Savior, the Messiah (or
  Christ), had been born.
 C. There were three wise men.
 D. Shepherds and wise men (or Magi) worshiped 
  Baby Jesus together.
 E. None of the above.

 This fl ower, often 
shown a stylized 
artwork is a symbol 
for Advent, the 
promise of the 
Messiah and Jesus’ 
nativity.  A white 
rose represents the 
Virgin Mary, and a 
red rose stands for martyrs. A wreath of roses 
symbolizes heavenly joy.

?

Sweet ‘n Sour Brussels Sprouts

This is the recipe that everyone raved about at the Thanksgiving Meal.

From Anne Liston

3 cups fresh or 2-9 ounce packages of frozen brussels sprouts
8 slices of bacon
2 tablespoons vinegar
2 teaspoons sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/3 teaspoon pepper

Wash fresh brussels sprouts; cut off any wilted leaves.  Cook, covered in a small amount of boiling 
salted water 10 to 15 minutes or until tender.  (Or cook frozen brussels sprouts according to 
package directions.) Drain.  Meanwhile in skillet, cook bacon till crisp; Crumble bacon; set aside.  
To drippings add vinegar, sugar, salt, garlic powder and pepper.  Add brussels sprouts; stir till heated 
through and well coated.  Sprinkle with crumbled bacon.  Makes 6 to 8 servings.

I fi nd they taste better if you cook the sprouts a day ahead, leaving them to marinate overnight in 
the refrigerator in the sauce.  Reheat and sprinkle with the crumbled bacon.
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  1 Raven Hoffman
  1 Jason Romano
  6 Kevin Brennan
 10 Dick Morley
 12 Brian Rieke 
 20 Josh Ganowski
 21 Sarah Hagan
 26 Tom Hankins
 28 Mathew Ganowski
 28 Lisa Ganowski
 30 Neco Miller
 30 Jacob Miller

31 Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Miller
17 Mr. & Mrs. Dick Morley
19 Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Peight

December CelebrationsDecember Celebrations
Potato Bake & Sing Out

Saturday, December 17th-6:00pm
There will be a short service followed by the

Potato Bake and Sing Out.
Joyful Harvest will supply the baked potatoes and if 
everyone brings a topping for them we will all share 
- then get dressed in costumes (provided) and go 
outside and sing in the nativity on the corner.  It’s a 
beautiful tradition we have been doing from the very 
beginning of the church.  Please come and be a part 
of our oldest tradition!

Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 18th

This is our annual Christmas Pageant with the 
children singing.  Please note - the Pageant will only 
be held at the 2nd worship service, 10:45am after 
Sunday School.

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24th

There will be 2 worship services - one at 6:00pm 
and one  at 10:00pm.

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25th

There will be one service only at a special time of 
10:00am and there will be no Sunday School.

New Year’s Eve
Saturday, December 31st
6:00pm worship service as usual.

New Year’s Day
Sunday, January 1st

There will be one service only at a special time of 
10:00am and there will be no Sunday School.

“When
the power of love

takes over
the love of power . . .
the world will know 

peace.”
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