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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
April, 2012                        Volume 3, Issue 4         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Togther for Christ”

APRIL
SPECIAL DATES

PALM SUNDAY...............April 1st

SERVICE OF HEALING & 
 ANOINTING.............April 2nd

SERVICE OF CORPORATE
 CONFESSION &
 FORGIVENESS...........April 3rd

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
 .......................................April 4th

MAUNDY THURSDAY &
 SEDER MEAL..............April 5th

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
 .......................................April 6th

EASTER VIGIL.................April 7th

EASTER CELEBRATION
 WORSHIP.....................April 8th



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman.........815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner...............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman.........815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter..............815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for May 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by April 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God

I’ve been reading a great book lately, called Crazy Love by Francis 
Chan.  Chan is the founding pastor of Cornerstone Church in Simi 
Valley, California and is a captivating author.

Crazy Love talks about what it is like to have a fully-loving 
relationship with our Creator.  Chan gives us a description of what 
it means to be truly in love with God by relating it to our love 
relationships with other people:
  “When you are truly in love, you go to great lengths to be

  with the one you love.  You’ll drive for hours to be together, even if it’s only for a short
  while.  You don’t mind staying up late to talk.  Walking in the rain is romantic, not
  annoying.  You’ll willingly spend a small fortune on the one you’re crazy about.  When
  you’re apart from each other, it’s painful, even miserable.  He or she is all you think
  about; you jump at any chance to be together.”  (Chan, 2008, pg. 100)

A phenomenal description of what love fees like – and the necessity of relationship that it 
engenders!  

How about you?  Does your love-life with God sound that enchanting?  What would it mean 
to have that kind of all-consuming, passionate relationship with Christ?

Lately, I’ve been thinking about what it means to love God that much – about how such a 
relationship can change the outlook you have on church.  Oftentimes people who aren’t in 
love with God struggle with what it means to be a part of God’s community.  They look upon 
the things that we as Christians do as a burden – or that we’re trying to earn God’s love and 
favor – buy our ticket into heaven.

But then Christ’s words in Matthew 13:44 springs to mind: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a fi eld, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that fi eld.” Then the long hours, the time at the food pantry, the 
sermons, the lessons, the visitations… it all falls into focus.

Chan talks about being fully in love with Christ, being devoted to God, in terms of being 
obsessed.  When our love for God consumes us, we aren’t limited by our selfi shness – we 
look past ourselves and see what God is doing around us – and what God is calling us to 
do to help.  Chan writes: “People who are obsessed with Jesus do not consider service a 
burden.  Obsessed people take joy in loving God by loving his people.” (ibid, pg. 139, 
emphasis added)  

continued to page 4
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If that’s what it means to live a life obsessed with Christ – then I WANT MY LIFE TO LOOK 
LIKE THAT!  How about you?  Here’s how:  Buy the book!  Crazy Love by Francis Chan.  Or 
go to the library.  Or borrow mine.  Whatever… just read it!  It will help feed that hunger 
that is within you for an authentic faith that addresses the problems that are inherent in our 
world today!

The next step is equally as easy – and I’ll relate it to you in Chan’s words:  
  “If you merely pretend that you enjoy God, or love Him, He knows.  You can’t fool Him,
  don’t even try.  
  “Instead, tell Him how you feel.  Tell Him that He isn’t the most important thing in this
  life to you, and that you’re sorry for that.  Tell Him that you’ve been lukewarm, that you’ve
  chosen _________________ over Him time and time again.  Tell Him that you want Him
  to change you, that you long to genuinely enjoy Him.  Tell Him how you want to experience
  true satisfaction and pleasure and joy in your relationship with Him.  Tell Him that you
  want to love Him more than anything on this earth.”  (ibid, pg. 110)

Enough said?

Blessings,
Pr. Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)

Thank you

for all the cards,

prayers and well wishes!

Donnalee



Page 5

Sunday, April 1st – 8:15 am & 10:45 am
Palm Sunday Worship with Palm Procession

Monday, April 2nd – 7:00 pm
Service of Healing and Anointing

Tuesday, April 3rd – 7:00 pm
Service of Corporate Confession and Forgiveness

Wednesday, April 4th – 6:00 pm
Lenten Bible Study and Soup and Bread Fellowship

Thursday, April 5th – 7:00 pm
Christian Seder Meal & Maundy Thursday Worship

Friday, April 6th – 7:00 pm
Good Friday Worship

Stripping of the Altar

Saturday, April 7th – 7:00 pm
Saturday Easter Vigil

Meet in the parking lot to kindle a fi re
and bring the light of Christ back into the church

Sunday, April 8th – 8:15 am & 10:45 am
Easter Celebration Worship

Easter Breakfast – 9:30 am
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Save the Date!!
It’s time for the Mother’s Day Tea!

Saturday May 19th from 11:00 – 2:30pm
 Since I have been asked to hold the tea again this year, I’m hoping to get lots of help 
from some of you.  If you haven’t been to one of our teas, you must try to make this one.  
 I will need some ladies to “host a table”.  What that means is you will be in charge 
of a table, setting it for six or eight, and bringing a simple dish to pass, a teapot, if you 
have one, and some tea.  Also calling a friend and/or family member to attend – that’s it!   
 I will have invitations available for you to give to friends and family as well.  We do like 
to ask everyone to wear a hat for the Tea like they used to, back in the day!  I guess you can 
say it will be like the Tea Parties we used to have when we were little girls!  Remember?!  
They were fun!
 We’ve had ladies that “host a table” and decorate it lavishly or simply with anything they 
like, using their own table cloths and home china, plastic ware or even paper, the possibilities 
are endless.  Some have even picked a theme for their table. I’ve seen them done in fl owers, 
colors, American fl ag theme, teddy bears, even Elvis Presley was all over a table one year!  
Use your imagination, and it’s a lot of fun to do with a friend, too! 
 When the hostess’s have fi nished setting their tables the room is absolutely beautiful.  
I usually walk around and take pictures of the different tables.  The hostess will also bring 
a simple dish to pass and perhaps some kind of tea to share with their table. Guests 
may bring something if they like, but they don’t have to.  So think about who you 
would like to invite; remember ladies only.  Call your friends, grandma, mom, sisters, 
etc.   You do not have to be a hostess to attend; we will have a table for you if 
you need one.
 We always have a few free raffl es and a little entertainment to make us laugh.  
This year I believe we may have a “Maxine” (like the greeting cards) visit us 
and share a story or two (still in the planning stages, so nothing in stone yet).
 It’s simply a day for the ladies to get together at church, share a lunch and a 
little entertainment at no cost.  Our very own Tea Party and the more the merrier!
 There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex and there will be a committee 
meeting on Wed., April 11th at 6:30 pm.  Please come, we’re always looking for new 
ideas!
 Oh Yea! – I almost forgot – we will also have some very handsome men in 
tuxedos that keep our teapots and cookie plates fi lled and assist us when needed.
Let me know if you have any questions.

With Love & Prayers
Rose Stevens
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Hero’s of the Bible
June 25-29 • 9am-12pm

(This is for the whole family)
Contact Joyful Harvest Church 

at www. joyfulharvest.org
for pricing & Registration Form

Anyone interested in helping out
please come to the next meeting which is 

April 19th at 7:00 pm



HOLY WEEK
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 7

11 12 13 148 9 10

19 20 2115 16 17 18

26 27 2822 23 24 25

2729 30 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
7:00 pm - Easter Vigil

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

2 3

2827 28 29

1

April 2012April 2012

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of AprilPlease pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of April

C. Loeffl er J.&S. Lusk R. Miller

D.&H. Morley L. Mormino K.&S. Peight T.&H. Peterson B. Rieke D. Rigby C. Ritter

G.&C. Ritter R.&L. Robertson J.&J. Romano J. Roth J. Roth B.&R. Rudzena B.&J. Sigwalt

B. Sisk J.&H. Smith C.&V. Stevens G.&R. Stevens K.&S. Volden K.&P. Wilson G. Wolf

J.&K. Anderson J. Larkin C.&C. Liska A. Liston D.&S. Liston

6:00 pm - Scout Committee Mtg.
7:00 pm - Sunday School Mtg.

6:00 pm - Lenten Bible Study and
    Soup and Bread
    Fellowship

H.&M. Aavang

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

A.J.&S. Miller D. Miller

29 30 31

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

T.&K. Liston D.&M. Luszcz

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
3:00 pm - G.R.O.W. Outing
6:00 pm - Teen Fun Night

6:00 pm - Scout Pack9:30 am - Weight Watchers8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Scout Den

J.&S. Larkin

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting
7:00 pm - Service of Healing and
    Anointing

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School
10:45 am - Worship
 

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Easter
    Breakfast
10:45 am - Worship
 

7:00 pm - Good Friday Worship

7:00 pm - Christian Seder Meal and
          Maundy Thursday 
           Worship

7:00 pm - Service of Corporate
    Confession and
    Forgiveness

6:30 pm - Mothers’ Day Tea
    Planning Meeting
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4 Worms in Church
Four worms and a lesson to be learned!!!

A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sunday sermon.

Four worms were placed into four separate jars.
The fi rst worm was put into a container of alcohol.

The second worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke.
The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup.
The fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil.

At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported following results:

The fi rst worm in alcohol . . . . DEAD.

The second worm in cigarette smoke . . . . DEAD.

Third worm in chocolate syrup . . . . DEAD.

Fourth worm in good clean soil . . . . ALIVE.

So the Minister asked the congregation, “What did you learn from this demonstration?”

Maxine, who was sitting in the back, quickly raised her hand and said,

“As long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won’t have worms!”

That pretty much ended the service!



A History lesson for all.
Who Was Haym Solomon?  History from a $1 Bill-Fascinating!

 On the rear of the One Dollar bill, you will see two circles. To-
gether, they comprise the Great Seal of the United States. The First 
Continental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a group 
of men come up with a Seal. It took them four years to accomplish 
this task and another two years to get it approved.

If you look at the left-hand circle, you will see a Pyramid.
 Notice the face is lighted, and the western side is dark. This country was just begin-
ning. We had not begun to explore the west or decided what we could do for Western 
Civilization. The Pyramid is uncapped, again signifying that we were not even close to being 
fi nished. Inside the Capstone you have the all-seeing eye, an ancient symbol for divinity. It 
was Franklin’s belief that one man couldn’t do it alone, but a group of men, with the help 
of God, could do anything.

IN GOD WE TRUST’ is on this currency.
 The Latin above the pyramid, ANNUIT COEPTIS, means, ‘God has favored our undertaking.’ The Latin be-
low the pyramid, NOVUS ORDO SECLORUM, means, ‘a new order has begun.’ At the base of the pyramid 
is the Roman numeral for 1776. (MDCCLXXVI)

 If you look at the right-hand circle, and check it carefully, you will learn that it is on every 
National Cemetery in the United States . It is also on the Parade of Flags Walkway at the 
Bushnell, Florida National Cemetery , and is the centerpiece of most heroes’ monuments. 
Slightly modifi ed, it is the seal of the President of the United States , and it is always visible 
whenever he speaks, yet very few people know what the symbols mean.
 The Bald Eagle was selected as a symbol for victory for two reasons: First, he is not afraid 
of a storm; he is strong, and he is smart enough to soar above it. Secondly, he wears no 
material crown. We had just broken from the King of England . Also, notice the shield is unsupported. This 
country can now stand on its own.  At the top of that shield you have a white bar signifying congress, a unify-
ing factor. We were coming together as one nation. In the Eagle’s beak you will read, ‘ E PLURIBUS UNUM’ 
meaning, ‘from many - one.’
 Above the Eagle, you have the thirteen stars, representing the thirteen original colonies, and any clouds of 
misunderstanding rolling away.  Again, we were coming together as one.
Notice what the Eagle holds in his talons. He holds an olive branch and arrows. This country wants peace, 
but we will never be afraid to fi ght to preserve peace.  The Eagle always wants to face the olive branch, but 
in time of war, his gaze turns toward the arrows.
 They say that the number 13 is an unlucky number.  This is almost a worldwide belief. You will usually never 
see a room numbered 13, or any hotels or motels with a 13th fl oor. But think about this:
13 original colonies,
13 signers of the Declaration of Independence,
13 stripes on our fl ag,
13 steps on the Pyramid,
13 letters in ‘Annuit Coeptis,’
13 letters in ‘ E Pluribus Unum,’

 And fi nally, if you notice the arrangement of the 13 stars in the right-hand circle you will see that they are 
arranged as a Star of David.This was ordered by George Washington who, when he asked Haym Solomon, a 
wealthy Philadelphia Jew, what he would like as a personal reward for his services to the Continental Army, 
Solomon said he wanted nothing for himself but that he would like something for his people.The Star of 
David was the result. Few people know that it was Solomon who saved the Army through his fi nancial con-
tributions but died a pauper.   Haym Solomon gave $25 million to the Continental Army, money that was 
extremely important to our independence from England.

13 stars above the Eagle,
13 bars on that shield,
13 leaves on the olive branch,
13 fruits, and if you look closely,
13 arrows.
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Youth Fun Night:
  The next Youth Night will be April 29th from 6-7pm - activity to be announced.  Snacks and soft 
drinks will be served, come and enjoy the fun.  Monthly youth activity fun nights are generally the 
2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up.

HAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

“Annie Get Your Gun”:
  This is a G.R.O.W. Event (Growing Relationships Outside of Worship) is an adult ministry for 
people to get together for fun and friendship.  On Sunday, April 29th, we will be having a G.R.O.W. 
Outing to the Woodstock Opera House to see “Anne Get Your Gun.” The performance is at 3:00 
pm.  Tickets are $23 for adults, $20 for Seniors.  If we have 10-19 people, we will be able to get a 
group rate which will be $18 and over 20 people the cost is $16. Please sign up early - there will 
be a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Friends are always welcome.  We can discuss going out to eat 
after the performance.   Any questions, please see Juanita.

Thrivent Build:
 2012 will bring Thrivent and Habitat for Humanity to McHenry, as they plan to break ground 
for the 22nd Habitat home.  The fi rst Saturday of work will be June 2nd 2012.   The address of the 
build is 1605 Hillside Lane, McHenry, IL 60050.  Hillside is off of Lincoln Road.  The partner family 
for this home is so very excited to begin the process.  Please let me know if there is a Saturday or 
Sunday that the you would like to be part of.  Please see Pastor Doug for the scheduling.

Open House:
  Joyful Harvest is going to open the doors of our church to the community with an Open House 
in the fall.  Please consider participating on the committee.  More details to follow.

Mothers’ Day Tea:
Mothers’ Day Tea is just around the corner – May 19th to be exact – so save the date.  We will have 
a tea and “crumpets”, themed tables, raffl es, a little entertainment to make us laugh, and of course 
lots of hats!  It’s simply a day for the ladies to get together at church, share lunch and fellowship. 
If you’re interested in helping with the project, putting together a table or just attending, please 
see Rose.  There will be a planning committee meeting on April 11th; please come and volunteer 
to help out.
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Education News

Sunday School News:
 The Sunday School Program is in full swing , but there is always room 
for more!  Please join us!!!
 Sunday School classes for all ages are during the 9:30 Sunday School 
hour.  This also includes an adult study, so plan on attending and adult 
class.  Please contact Christina Ritter or Theresa Hoffman for more info.  
Planning is underway for next year’s classes!

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  We are using a study 
called “Weird”.   This is a great time to come and join us.

Diakonia:
 Diakonia is a 2-year lay education, spiritual formation program within the Northern Illinois 
Synod.  Diakonia seeks to give you a fi rm foundation in your Christian faith.  We currently have one 
student attending the classes which meet on Saturdays from 9:30-12:30.  If you would like more 
information or would like to sit in on one of the classes to see what Diakonia is all about, please 
contact Pastor Doug.

Confi rmation Class:
 Classes have begun, but if you have a student in 7th or 8th grade and 
are interested in Confi rmation Classes, please see Pastor Doug.  We 
will meet (generally) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 
5pm-7pm.  Confi rmation is when a student promises to undertake the 
responsibility for their faith life and is an important part of membership 
in a congregation. 
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Helpful Household Hints 
Disclaimer - As with all home remedies on this page, use at your own risk.

1) Flies or bees bothering you? Spray them with hair spray and they will take a quick dive.
2) Sealed envelope – Put in the freezer for a few hours, then slide a knife under the fl ap. The 
  envelope can then be resealed. (hmmmmmmm....)
3) Use empty toilet paper roll to store appliance cords.  It keeps them neat and you can write 
 on the roll what appliance it belongs to.
4) For icy door steps in freezing temperatures: get warm water and put Dawn dish washing
 liquid in it.  Pour it all over the steps.  They won’t refreeze. 
5) Crayon marks on walls? A damp rag, dipped in baking soda. Comes off with little effort 
 (elbow grease that is!)
6) Permanent marker on appliances/counter tops - rubbing alcohol on paper towel.
7) Opening brand new jars can be a feat in itself.  Instead of banging a jar of jam, pickles, etc., 
 with a knife until it loosens up, simply reach into the drawer and pull out the handy 
 nutcracker. It adjusts to the size of the jar and simply give it a good twist and off pops the lid!
8) Blood stains on clothes? Just pour a little peroxide on a cloth and proceed to wipe off 
 every drop of blood. 
9) Use vertical strokes when washing windows outside and horizontal for inside windows.  
 This way you can tell which side has the streaks. Straight vinegar will get outside windows
 really clean.  Don’t wash windows on a sunny day.  The will dry too quickly and will probably
 streak.
10) Spray a bit of perfume on the light bulb in any room to create a lovely light scent in each 
 room when the light is turned on.  Place fabric softener sheets in dresser drawers and your
 clothes will smell freshly washed for weeks to come. You can also do this with towels and linens.
11) Candles will last a lot longer if placed in the freezer for at least 3 hours prior to burning.
12) To easily remove burnt on food from your skillet, simply add a drop or two of dish soap and
 enough water to cover bottom of pan, and bring to a boil on stove top.
13) To clean artifi cial fl owers, pour some salt into a paper bag and add the fl owers.  Shake 
 vigorously so the salt will absorb all the dust and dirt and leave your artifi cial fl owers looking
 like new! 
14) When a cake recipe calls for fl ouring the baking pan, use a bit of the dry cake mix instead 
 and there won’t be any white mess on the outside of the cake.
15) Wrap celery in aluminum foil when putting in the refrigerator and it will keep for weeks.
16) When boiling corn on the cob, add a pinch of sugar to help bring out the corn’s natural
 sweetness.
17) Cure for headaches: Take a lime, cut it in half and rub it on your forehead.  The throbbing will 
 go away.
18) To get rid of itch from mosquito bites, try applying soap on the area and you will experience
 instant relief.
19)  Ants, ants, ants everywhere . . . Well, they are said to never cross a chalk line. So get your 
 chalk out and draw a line on the fl oor or wherever ants tend to march.



April Birthday Celebrations
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  9 William & Joseph Kandray
 13 Stephanie Peight 
 14 A.J. Miller
 19 Connie Craig
 21 Susan Craig
 23 Dan Kelly
 27 Mary Liston
 30 Sharon Ladouceur 

+ Christian Symbols +
Doorposts Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: D (See Mathew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10; and John 20:1)

 All four gospels tell of Jesus’ resurrection, but 
each gives a different list of women as the fi rst 
to arrive at the empty tomb.  
which woman appears in all 
four accounts?

 A. Joanna 
 B. Mary, the mother of Jesus
 C. Salome
 D. Mary Magdalene
 

? The image of a door 
frame marked with 
blood comes from the 
Old Testament Passover 
account, when the 
Israelites prepared to fl ee 
slavery in Egypt.  God 
directed them to slaughter 
lambs for a fi nal meal and 
paint their doorposts with 
the blood.  God sent the 
Angel of Death to kill the 
fi rstborn sons of Egypt, but 
the blood on the Israelites’ 
doorposts served as a 
signal that the Destroyer should “pass over” 
those home.  Likewise, the blood of Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, saves us from eternal death.

Believing is seeing

 When the disciples saw Jesus after his 
resurrection, they believed.  But Thomas, who was 
absent, doubted until he, too, got to see and even 
touch Jesus.  For him, as the others, seeing was 
believing.
 But what of us who don’t get to see Jesus in the 
fl esh?  If “seeing is believing,” are we out of luck?  
No.  In fact, sometimes it works the opposite way; 
sometimes “believing is seeing.”
 Try this: Despite any doubts, choose to believe, 
trusting the witness of someone who’s seen 
God at work ––– a biblical fi gure or present-day 
Christian.  You’ll be amazed at the love, healing, 
peace and new life that spring out of troubles.

“With the eyes of your heart” 
(Ephesians 1:18, NRSV),

you will see your Lord and your God.
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d A Florida Court
Sets Atheist Holy Day
In Florida, an atheist created a case against 
Easter and Passover Holy days.  He hired an 
attorney to bring a discrimination case against 
Christians and Jews and observances of their 
holy days. The argument was that it was unfair 
that atheists had no such recognized days.

The case was brought before a judge.  After 
listening to the passionate presentation by the 
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring, 
“Case dismissed!”

The lawyer immediately stood and objecting 
to the ruling saying, “Your Honor, how can 
you possibly dismiss this case?  The Christians 
have Christmas, Easter and others.  The Jews 
have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet 
my client and all other atheists have no such 
holidays.”

The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, 
“but you do.  Your client, counselor, is woefully 
ignorant.”  The lawyer said, “Your Honor, we are 
unaware of any special observance or holiday 
for atheists.”

The judge said, “The calendar says April 1st is 
April Fool’s Day. Psalm 14:1 states, ‘The fool 
says in his heart, there is no God.’ Thus, it is the 
opinion of this court, that, if your client says 
there is no God, then he is a fool. Therefore, 
April 1st is his day.  Court is adjourned...”


