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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................9:00 am

The Grapevine
July, 2012                        Volume 3, Issue 7         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

J U L Y
SPECIAL DATES

 
Independence Day............July 4th

Family Faith Night
 at Peterson Park..........July 21st

Worship at 
 Stade’s Farm.................July 29th

Acts 1:8, NRSV

It is for

FREEDOM
that Christ has set us free.

G A L A T I A N S   5 : 1



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter...........815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

o

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for August 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by July 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.....................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to office@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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Ordination – June 15, 2012

This was not going to be any big deal.  I knew that.  It wasn’t going 
to be all that much – after all, I had been doing the job for over 
two years.  Things were going to be the same as they had been.  
Ordination simply wasn’t going to be all that much of a change.  I 
had no dramatic expectations, nor was I extremely anxious.

All my friends had been asking me – “Aren’t you getting excited?”  
And to be completely honest with them, I had said that, well, no 
– not really.  After all, I’ve been serving in the position of pastor, 

doing all the work in a wonderful congregation which was enthusiastically working with 
me.  It was almost like I had been ordained already.  Nothing on my radar over the next few 
weeks was expected to change.  It should all be “business as usual.”

And so a good friend took me aside.  “Doug – Look at it this way.  It will be the public 
affirmation of the ministry that you have already been doing.”  Now that made sense.  I could 
wrap my head around that.  God had placed in my heart a desire to serve and, now that I 
was serving, this was to affirm that call.  And as I walked out on the stage at the Northern 
Illinois Synod gathering, as one of four ordinands, that was what was going through my mind.  
No big deal – but at least it will all be official.

But as the ordination service progressed, I realized there were three things that I wasn’t 
prepared for: who was missing, the emotion, and the weight.  As I knelt down in front of the 
Bishop, as he and my sponsoring pastors laid hands on me, I was suddenly overwhelmed by 
the realization that, while I had so many of my family and friends attending in the congregation, 
I was missing my dad.  I felt a sudden rush of really needing to see him and know that he was 
proud and happy for me.  I know that he is.  I felt it in that moment.

The second and third unexpected things happened so close in succession that I really can’t 
separate the two in my mind.  At the giving of my stole, the bishop prayed:  “Receive this stole 
as a sign of your work, and live in obedience to the Lord Jesus, serving his people and remembering 
his promise: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Amen.’” (Matthew 11:28-30)

As the Bishop prayed the last sentence, there were one or two words that he struggled 
to say.  No, he wasn’t having problems with the words, but with the emotion that he was 
feeling.  It was only a catch in his voice, but in that instant, I knew that this was an important 
moment for him, too.  We had had several talks as I was discerning my call to ordination, and 
throughout my convoluted path to and through seminary, he had always encouraged me and 

continued to page 4
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I know that he had been praying for me, as well.  Asking God to strengthen and abide with 
me.  And with that realization, I felt it as well.  Even now, as I watch the video of the service, 
when I hear the Bishop’s voice, my throat tightens.

And the final unexpected thing was the weight.  It is only a simple piece of cloth, but when the 
bishop placed the stole on my shoulders, it seemed to weigh so much more that it possibly 
could.  God has called me to this ministry and in that moment I felt the weight of that call.  
The significance of the promises that I had made a few minutes previously came vividly to 
mind:

To each of those questions, I had answered “I will, and I ask God to help me.”  And as I knelt 
there and received that stole, I felt the import of the questions and the difficulty that anyone 
would have in fulfilling them.  And I realized that the only way that I might be able to fulfill 
those promises was to rely on the second half of my answer – trusting God to help me.  The 
blessing that followed those questions also offered God’s hope and grace:  “Almighty God, who 
has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them.  Amen.” 

I had been thinking that there was going to be nothing special about that night, about that 
moment, but I was wrong.  God can and does take the ordinary and makes it extraordinary.  
He takes what we expect, turns it around, and makes the unexpected.  God takes ordinary 
water, and, by His divine grace, in it we die to ourselves and rise to be one with Christ.  God 
takes everyday bread and wine and, through the promise of the cross, uses it to bring about 
our salvation.  And for me, God took an ordinary moment in time, and, through the powerful 
action of his Word, transformed my expectations, revealed God’s glory, and changed my life 
forever.

Blessings,
Pr. Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)

Before almighty God, to whom you must give account, and in the presence of this 
congregation, I ask:  Will you assume this office, believing that the Church’s call is God’s 
call to the ministry of Word and Sacrament? Will you therefore preach and teach in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and these creeds and confessions? Will you be 
diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and in your use of the means of grace? 
Will you pray for God’s people, nourish them with the Word and Holy Sacraments, and 
lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?  Will you give faithful 
witness in the world, that God’s love may be known in all that you do? 
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Pastor Doug’s Ordination Service – June 15, 2012

Bishop Gary Wollersheim & Pastor Doug 

Pastor Doug’s Installation Service– June 24, 2012
The laying on of hands to bless Pastor Doug’s Ministry

We are so excited at Joyful Harvest to announce that it is official!!!
Our dedicated, Pastor Doug Liston, was formally called and was ordained as the Reverend Doug 
Liston down state on June 15th and was formally installed at Joyful Harvest Church on Sunday, 
June 24th at 3:00 pm.  The service/ceremony was wonderful.  Many were in attendance to bless his 
ministry and wish him the best.  We are so proud of the dedication and hard work that Pastor has 
put into the congregation and the church and we know that great things will begin to happen for 
him as all that hardwork and dedication pays off!!

Congratulations Reverend Doug Liston
We all love you!
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Saturday, 
August 25th

Noon - 3:00pm
Open House is getting closer – If you haven’t signed up for a small job, please consider doing 
so.  It’s so important that we work together on this as a congregation ready for new people 
and growth.

I want to thank those who have stepped up already and agreed to help.  The jobs are getting 
lighter by the day.  There are still some things left to do and we need the hands to do it.  I 
will be posting a list of jobs on the bulletin board in the narthex very soon with the names of 
people who are signed up and spaces where we still need the help.  If you see something you 
can assist with, please let Rose know ASAP.  If there is something missing on that list or if 
you have an idea you want to include, again, let Rose know ASAP.

We want to be ready for guests, and with the prayers and hard work that make us great as a 
church, I know we can accomplish what we set our minds to do.  Roberta believes we will 
have approximately 400 guests go through at the Open House, so let’s make it the best Open 
House we can!

We also need your prayers!  As we all know, prayer changes things, so make sure you say 
some extra prayers for this church and its congregation as well as the Open House and all the 
new faces that we’ll get a chance to meet and share God’s love with. 

I know God is here and He will help us make this event a huge success – will you?

Thank you in advance for all you do!

Love & Prayers Always!

Annual Rummage Sale
Friday, August 17th and
Saturday,  August 18th

It’s time to go through your closets, drawers, cabinets, and whatever to 
find the “treasures” that you no longer need.  

We need everyone’s help to make this successful.  
Please think of donating your time and energy to this project.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Heroes of  the Bible – Day 1

This is the first day of VBS and as you can see fun is had by all.
Thank you to all who helped with its success and the support and help was much appreciated.   

This year with your help we were able to bring the good news of Jesus Christ 
to thirty-five children from our community.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 7

11 12 13 148 9 10

19 20 2115 16 17 18

26 27 2822 23 24 25

2729 27

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Family Faith Night at
    Peterson Park -
    Bebo Norman 

9:00 am - Worship 9:30 am - Weight Watchers
Blood Drive -TBA

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    Half Time in Johnsburg

2 3

2931 30

1

July 2012

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of July

T&S. Ladouceur

J. Larkin J.&S. Larkin D.&C. Liska A. Liston D.&S. Liston T.&K. Liston J.&S. Lusk

D.&M. Luszcz A.J.&S. Miller D. Miller R. Miller D.&H. Morley L. Mormino K.&S. Peight

T.&H. Peterson B. Rieke D. Rigby C. Ritter G.&C. Ritter J.&J. Romano J. Roth

B.&R. Rudzena B. Sisk C. Garstkiewicz J.&S. Hagen T.&H. HankinsJ. Roth

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

R.&C. Kutz

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

10:00 am - Worship at Stade’s Farm

9:30 am - Weight Watchers9:00 am - Worship

A.&R. Dixon

9:00 am - Worship

28

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    Half Time in Johnsburg

30

6:00 pm - Council Meeting

7:00 pm - Sunday School Meeting

9:00 am - Worship
2:00-8:00 pm - Teen Fun

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    Half Time in Johnsburg

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

E.&T. Hoffman M.&M. Kandray D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski D.&C. Korus

Outdoor Work Day
at Joyful Harvest
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I am going to be going on a 3-week mission trip to 
Baja California, Mexico in August.  I will be working 
with a Christian organization called Genesis Diez. 
This organization houses orphans from Mexico, runs a 
summer Vacation Bible School camp (Rancho Genesis) 
that the ninos can attend for a week and helps out with 
other community needs.  My role will be as a leader for 
the Rancho Genesis camp, working with other 1-week 
volunteers as well as teaching the VBS!  If anyone is 
interested in donating to the organization or my mission 

trip expenses (plane flight and attendance fee), any help will be greatly appreciated!  The 
website is www.genesisdiez.org if you’re interested in finding out more information. 
Thanks!
 

Some needs for the organization include: 
❑ Fire wood - $20 buys fire wood for one week for campfires

❑ Propane - $45 buys propane for 1 week;
❑  Water - the wells are dry, we truck in water:

$150 each week for drinking water, $80 each week for non-drinking water
❑ Bunk beds - $90 buys materials for 1 bunk bed - 

we need 36 more beds this summer
❑    Costco Gift Cards helps with: eating utensils, toilet paper, napkins, cups, cleaning 
supplies for latrines and kitchen, soap, canned goods, spices, concentrated juices, sugar, 

Tylenol, band-aids, antibiotic ointment, etc.
❑    Home Depot Gift Cards help with construction supplies, repairs and 

displays for camps and big event days 
Cash donations as well as checks made out to Genesis Diez can be accepted.  If you have 
any questions, I can be reached at (815) 651-1530 or you can speak to my parents, Gary 
and Connie Craig.
 
Blessings, 
Susan Craig
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Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be July 8th from 2:00 
p.m. until 8:00 pm.  We will have a car wash and water wars along 
with pizza & snacks.  Youth activity fun nights are the 2nd Sunday 
of each month for students in fifth grade and up. 

Happenings & special events

Open House:
  Joyful Harvest is going to open the doors of our church to the community 
with an Open House on August 25th.  Great things are happening - please 
consider participating on the committee and share the talents God has given you. 

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Satruday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being a 
part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Memorial Day
Worship

with Flag Pole 
Dedication and 

Blessing
May 28, 2012

Family Faith Night at Petersen Park - July 21st:
  Headliner is Bebo Norman at 7:00 pm.  Tickets are $7.00 in advance - $10.00 at the gate - children 
under 10 are free.  Gates open at 3:45 pm with early worship by The Blacksmith Project, radio 
celebrities, free kids-fest including inflatables, face painting, games, and Amazing Animals by Samantha. 
Sign up for a chance to win a guitar signed by Bebo Norman.  Tickets on sale at McHenry Chamber 
of Commerce.  For more info call 815-385-4300.



Education News

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to 
come and join us.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 If you would like to join us for our weekly Soup and Bread Bible Study, 
meet at church at 6:00pm each Wednesday for dinner with Soup and Bread 
followed by class.  Please feel free to come and join us. 
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Messy Fun Night with the Youth Group
This looks like way too much fun!!!

Shaving cream fun.

Messy, sticky, gooey, group photo

Daniel Kelly participating in the ice cream sunday 
eating contest - no implements or hands allowed

Egg on the head, 
smacked by pool noodle contest.

Aftermath of 
shaving cream 

whiffle ball



Page 13

 ‘One of God’s main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, 
so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn’t make grownups, 
just babies. I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn’t have to 
take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers 
and fathers.’
  ‘God’s second most important job is listening to prayers.  An awful lot of this goes on, 
since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn’t have 
time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, there must be 
a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.’
  ‘God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty 
busy.  So you shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad’s head asking for 
something they said you couldn’t have.’
 ‘Atheists are people who don’t believe in God. I don’t think there are any in Chula Vista . 
At least there aren’t any who come to our church.’
 ‘Jesus is God’s Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and performing 
miracles and trying to teach the people who didn’t want to learn about God.  They finally 
got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him.  But he was good and kind, like 
his father, and he told his father that they didn’t know what they were doing and to forgive 
them and God said O.K.’ ‘His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his 
hard work on earth so he told him he didn’t have to go out on the road anymore.  He could 
stay in heaven. So he did.  And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing 
things which are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of 
himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.’ ‘You can pray 
anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of 
them is on duty all the time.’ ‘You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes 
God happy, and if there’s anybody you want to make happy, it’s God! Don’t skip church to do 
something you think will be more fun like going to the beach.  This is wrong.  And besides the 
sun doesn’t come out at the beach until noon anyway.’  ‘If you don’t believe in God, besides 
being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can’t go everywhere with you, 
like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He’s around you when you’re scared, in the 
dark or when you can’t swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.’  ‘But...you 
shouldn’t just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and he can 
take me back anytime he pleases.

 And...that’s why I believe in God.’

A Little Boy’s Explanation of God - Fabulous!!!
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+ Christian Symbols + Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: C (See Luke 21:29-31.)

 Jesus illustrated the 
future coming of the 
Son of Man and his 
kingdom:  When the 
_______ tree sprouts 
leaves, he said, you 
know that _______ 
is near; when various 
cosmic signs take place, 
you’ll know the Son of 
Man and the kingdom of God are near.
 Choose the correct pair of words to fill in the 
two blanks.

 A. pine; winter 
 B. beech; spring

?

Water flows through the 
Scriptures: the flood, the Red 
Sea crossing, water springing 
from a rock to nourish Israelites 
in the wilderness, the healing 
of Naaman’s leprosy when he 
washed in the Jordan River, 
John’s baptism of Jesus and, 
chiefly, our baptism into Christ.  The water 
of baptism symbolizes cleansing from sin, the 
quenching of our spiritual thirst and God raising 
us from death (drowning sin) to life everlasting.  
Just as we can’t live without physical water, 
neither can we truly live without the living 
water that Jesus gives (see John 4:13-14).

 C. fig; summer
 D. olive; autumn 

Water –

Confirmation of Kylie Luszcz
on Sunday, May 27, 2012

Congratulations to Kylie on her confirmation.
We wish her all the best in her faith walk with God.

The best is yet to come!
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  6 Helen Hankins 
  7 Roberta Miller
  8 Gordon Ritter
  9 Don Korus
 13 Alex Garstkiewicz

7/23 Karen & Jack Anderson
7/24 Victoria & Charles Stevens

Birthdays:
 13 Jessica Garstkiewicz
 24 Rita Rudzena
 27 Will Rudzena
 31 Cher Liska

July Celebrations

Anniversaries:

Allegiance to our Country’s Flag

 For all of the signs and symbols since the world began, there is none 
other so full of meaning as the flag of this country.

 That piece of red, white and blue bunting means years and years of 
struggle upward.  It is the full grown flower of ages of fighting for liberty.

 The Flag of the United States is a symbol to the world of our country’s 
independence, of our individual liberty, and of our unity as a nation.  It’s 
history is the history of the United States and the American people.  It’s 

spirit is our spirit.  When we respect the Flag, we respect all of the men and women who sacrificed both 
life and limb to build this country and protect its freedom.  When we honor the Flag, we honor our 
country, our people, and ourselves.

 The thirteen red and white stripes represent the original thirteen colonies in unity and the fifty 
stars represent the fifty States of our country.  In 1782, Congress chose the colors with the following 
meaning.  Red is for hardiness and courage.  White is for purity and innocence.  Blue is for vigilance, 
perseverance and justice.

 The next time you see our country’s flag displayed, respect it and 
think of the glorious freedoms we enjoy as Americans.  It would be a 
beautiful sight if you were to walk through your town and see a flag 
displayed at every home on the street.

Happy 4th of July!
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FORREST GUMP GOES TO HEAVEN 
The day finally arrived. Forrest Gump dies and goes to Heaven. 
He is at the Pearly Gates, met by St. Peter himself.  However, the 
gates are closed, and Forrest approaches the gate keeper. 

St. Peter said, ‘Well, Forrest, it is certainly good to see you.   We 
have heard a lot about you.  I must tell you, though, that the place 
is filling up fast,  and we have been administering an entrance 
examination for everyone.   The test is short, but you have to pass 
it before you can get into Heaven.’ 

Forrest responds, ‘It sure is good to be here, St. Peter, sir. But 
nobody ever told me about any entrance exam. I sure hope that 
the test ain’t too hard. Life was a big enough test as it was.’ 

St. Peter continued, ‘Yes, I know, Forrest, but the test is only three 
questions. 

First: 
What two days of the week begin with the letter T? 

Second: 
How many seconds are there in a year? 

Third: 
What is God’s first name?’ 

Forrest leaves to think the questions over. He returns the next 
day and sees St. Peter, who waves him up, and says,  ‘Now that 
you have had a chance to think the questions over, tell me your 
answers.’ 

Forrest replied,  ‘Well, the first one -- which two days in the week 
begins with the letter ‘T’? Shucks, that one is easy.   That would be 
Today and Tomorrow.’ 

The Saint’s eyes opened wide and he exclaimed, ‘Forrest, that is 
not what I was thinking, but you do have a point, and I guess I did 
not specify, so I will give you credit for that answer. How about 
the next one?’ asked St. Peter. 

‘How many seconds in a year? Now that one is harder,’ replied 
Forrest, ‘but I thunk and thunk about that, and I guess the only 
answer can be twelve.’ 

Astounded, St. Peter said, ‘Twelve? Twelve? Forrest, how in 
Heaven’s name could you come up with twelve seconds in a year?’ 

Forrest replied, ‘Shucks, there’s got to be twelve: January 2nd, 
February 2nd, March 2nd...’ 

‘Hold it,’ interrupts St. Peter.  ‘I see where you are going with 
this, and I see your point, though that was not quite what I had 
in mind....but I will have to give you credit for that one, too.   Let 
us go on with the third and final question. Can you tell me God’s 
first name’? 

‘Sure,’ Forrest replied,  ‘it’s Andy.’  

‘Andy?’ exclaimed an exasperated and frustrated St Peter.

‘Ok, I can understand how you came up with your answers to my 
first two questions,  but just how in the world did you come up 
with the name Andy as the first name of God?’ 

‘Shucks, that was the easiest one of all,’ Forrest replied. ‘I learnt it 
from the song,  ANDY WALKS WITH ME,  ANDY TALKS WITH 
ME,  ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN.’ 

St. Peter opened the Pearly Gates, and said: ‘Run, Forrest, run.’ 


