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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

FALL HOURS
Starting September 16th

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:30 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
August/September, 2012                   Volume 3, Issue 8         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

S E P T E M B E R
SPECIAL DATES

LABOR DAY.....................Sept. 3rd

SAUFEN UND SPIEL 
 PARADE.......................Sept. 9th

GRANDPARENTS
 DAY................................Sept. 9th

YOUTH FUN NIGHT....Sept. 9th

FIRST DAY OF 
 AUTUMN..................Sept. 22nd

BLOOD DRIVE.............Sept. 23rd

Acts 1:8, NRSV

It is for

FREEDOM
that Christ has set us free.

G A L A T I A N S   5 : 1

In all
your ways

submit to him,
and he will make

your paths straight.
PROVERBS 3:6; NIV



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter...........815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for October 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by September 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.....................608-556-7409
Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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All Are Welcome!

One of my favorite songs is written by Marty Haugen, called “All 
Are Welcome.” The third stanza begins: “Let us build a house where 
prophets speak, and words are strong and true, where all God’s 
children dare to seek, to dream God’s reign anew.”

But do we truly mean that?  Are we a welcoming congregation?  
I think so.  But maybe not as welcoming as we could or should 
be.  One of my friends recently posted a welcome message that 
he discovered in the bulletin of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 

Community:

   We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, fi lthy rich, dirt 
poor, yo no habla Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are crying newborns, skinny as 
a rail or could afford to lose a few pounds.
   We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like our pastor who can’t carry a note 
in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” just woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t 
care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope, or haven’t been in church since little Joey’s Baptism.
   We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to 
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, 
tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or 
still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t 
like “organized religion.” We’ve been there, too.
   If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re welcome here. We offer a special 
welcome to those who think the earth is fl at, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because 
grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.
   We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to those who 
could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid or got lost in traffi c and 
wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts … and you!

WOW!!!  If I had had those phenomenal words and been able to put them down on paper, 
I would have added the chorus from Haugen’s song at the end:  “All are welcome, all are 
welcome, all are welcome in this place.”

Another friend writes about how fi rst-time visitors encounter the church, but not just 
fi rst-timers – about how every view of the church, whether colored with praise, criticism, 
admiration or disdain, speaks to a personal relationship with the person or persons who 
have come to represent church in an individual’s life. He said that during his career as a 
Catholic priest, he spoke with countless people who trace their love of the church to caring 

continued to page 4
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nuns or priests. But he also heard from those who spend years, and even lifetimes, holding on 
to anger and resentment because of unkind words or actions of others who represent the 
church to them.

Do we, Joyful Harvest, live into the life of Christ as a welcoming congregation?  How would 
you feel about a fi rst-timer walking through the doors covered in tattoos and studs, or who 
might not speak very much English?  What will our congregation look like in years to come?  
What if it changes?  What if it changes dramatically?

Joyful Harvest is, and should be, in the business of changing lives with the Good News, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We worship a God who thought so much of us that He was willing 
to slip into fl esh and walk among us.  Who ate with sinners and healed the hurting.  Who 
was willing to give up His life on the cross in love simply because we couldn’t get our lives 
together well enough.  

God welcomes everyone to the Table – and in that bread and wine everyone is given the 
exact same gift.  Salvation.  Salvation that is offered to people who have been coming to 
church every week for their entire lives and also to someone who timidly comes forward for 
the very fi rst time, shaking and unsure that they are worthy of what they are about to receive.  

And to be completely honest, who IS worthy?  Surely not me.

God doesn’t do all that God has done and continues to do, just for people who look and 
who act like we do.  God didn’t sacrifi ce his only Son just for Lutherans.  God doesn’t offer 
us salvation each week at God’s table so that we can keep it all to ourselves.  Nope.  No way. 
No how. 

In 1 Tim. 2:1-6, Paul writes:  “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for everyone... This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God 
our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all...”

And so I pray: God, open our hearts and our doors.  Help us to make our congregation look 
like everyone, like the vast array of all your children, so that all who come here seeking You 
might encounter your grace and that we might truly sing “All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place.”

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)
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Annual Rummage Sale 
– Thank You –

On August 17th & 18th Joyful Harvest held its annual rummage sale. 
Thanks to the generosity and support of the Johnsburg area community 
and Joyful Harvest members, this rummage sale raised $2,958.89.  On 
behalf of the JHC Rummage Sale Committee, I would like to thank all 
those who helped to make this event a success and to Anne Liston/
Prem for letting us borrow tables for all the donated items to be 
displayed on.

We greatly appreciate the generosity of all who donated items for this 
sale.  This giving spirit has made it possible for us to have one of the 
area’s best rummage sales.  Also, thanks to the shoppers who came 
and shopped.

And last, but by no means least, there are no words to truly express our 
gratitude to all the dedicated volunteers who brought food, worked 
the sale, hauled rummage, helped to set up and clean up.  Joyful Harvest 
is truly blessed to have such an amazing support team.  Without their 
continued hard work there would be no rummage sale.
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Biggest “THANK YOU” ever to everyone that helped and insured that VBS was a success!
Glen would like you all to know how much he appreciated all the support and help.

With your help we were able to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to thirty-fi ve children from our community.

THANK YOU,   THANK YOU,  THANK YOU,  THANK YOU,  THANK YOU!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Heroes of  the Bible
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Heroes of  the Bible (continued)
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 1

5 6 7 82 3 4

13 14 159 10 11 12

20 21 2216 17 18 19

2723 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
10:00 am - Hager-Wekerle Wedding
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
7:00 am - Sozo Seminar
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

9:00 am - Worship &
    Blessing of 
    the Backpacks
6:00 pm - Youth Fun Night

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

2 3

2825 29

1

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of September.

J.&H. Smith

C.&V. Stevens G.&R. Stevens G. Wolf H.&M. Aavang J.&K. Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts

K. Betts S.&S. Conner G.&C. Craig A.&R. Dixon C. Garstkiewicz J.&S. Hagen T.&H. Hankins

E.&T. Hoffman M.&M. Kandray D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski D.&C. Korus R.&C. Kutz T.&S. Ladouceur

J.&S. Larkin C.&C. Liska D.&S. Liston T.&K. Liston J.&S. LuskJ. Larkin

R.&C. Kutz

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Worship

A. Liston

9:00 am - Worship

27

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

24

6:30 pm - Council Meeting

7:00 pm - Sunday School Meeting

9:00 am - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    Half Time in Johnsburg

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

E.&T. Hoffman M.&M. Kandray D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski D.&C. Korus

30

FALL WORSHIP
HOURS &

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School 
and Adult Bible Study
10:30 am - 
Worship

8:30 am - 
Worship

9:30 am - Sunday 
School and Adult 

Bible Study
10:30 am - Worship

Blood Drive - 8-12

SAUFEN UND SPIEL
PARADE

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

September 2012

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

Grandparents Day

FIRST DAY OF
AUTUMN

3:00 pm - Sozo Seminar
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Worship on the Farm-July 29th

 First let me say the farm is very beautiful and makes you feel closer 
to God (at least I do).  It’s where you can see the nourishment growing 
that God provides and the farm helps along and completes the harvest.  
I had never been to a worship service at Stade’s, so I was very excited, 
especially having Joyful Harvest as the hosting church.  
 The farm provided the stage and the worship band and even 

the bulletins - we provided some 
announcements.  The day was lovely with a little clouds, so it wasn’t 
too hot.  The worship music was powerful and I loved it!  -  still can’t 
get one song out of my head.
 Glen did readings as well as Debbie.  
We sang another song and then our 
wonderful Pastor did a sermon that was 
quite inspirational.  It was about how we 

each may think the little we have to offer may not do anything but if 
we put it all together the impact is tremendous.  He should do that 
one again.  I’m sure he impacted many, many people.  I heard him get a 
few compliments when it was all over.  Vern himself was moved by the attendance and got a little 
choked up himself wishing everyone a blessed day.  And the people!  Last count was 230!  So many 
we ran out of bulletins - AND, Joyful Harvest was all in the front row! 
 After service, we had a picnic under the pavilion where Vern Stade gave us corn for the picnic 
and our very own Woofe was the corn master on the grill with Glen cooking hotdogs right beside 
him - what a team!!  As usual we had lots to eat and fun was had by all.
 What a beautiful day it was all around.  Praying and singing to our God and sharing fellowship 
and food with our church family and many others from the crowd.  Just like the bread and fi shes, 
there was plenty for everyone.
 If you get the chance to attend a worship there, please do, you will love it.  Plus, the produce is 
wonderful and there are events happening all the time.  Check it out!
 Was told we were invited back next year, so we should defi nitely make big plans to bring friends 
and family.

Rose Stevens
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Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be Sept. 9th from 6:00 
p.m. until 8:00 pm.  Youth activity fun nights are the 2nd Sunday 
of each month for students in fi fth grade and up. 

HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Open House:
  Joyful Harvest is going to open the doors of our church to the community 
with an Open House on August 25th.  Great things are happening - please 
consider participating on the committee and share the talents God has given you. 

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Satruday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being a 
part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Membership:
 You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to participate in the social, service, or worship 
events of this congregation.  You are invited to join in any of these right away.  Membership here 
is not a “registration” for congregational benefi ts; rather it is a faith step toward more active 
involvement and growth.  When you want to consider that step, please contact the pastor.

Sunday Morning Helpers Needed

 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a 
rotating basis for various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  
From greeters to video system operators to nursery attendants, the 
goal is for every member to serve in some way.  All are invited to 
prayerfully consider how God is calling them to serve.  For questions 
and more information please contact Pastor Doug.



Education News

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to 
come and join us.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 Join us on Wednesday evenings as we do in-depth study and refl ection on the 
lectionary texts for the week.  We will begin at 6:00 with a Soup and Bread Fellowship, 
share our Bible Study, and end with a Compline (Evening) worship service.  (6:00 - 
8:00 p.m. Wednesdays)

Page 12

Sunday School:

 VBS is now over and it’s time to consider the Sunday School program 
for 2012-2013.  We are in need of teachers, crafters, an administrator and 
anyone willing to help.  There are resources available for teaching all levels, 
we just need people to use them.  If you feel called and have a heart for 
seeing a child’s faith blossom before your eyes, and wish to serve God in 
this capacity, there is a place for you to serve in our Sunday School program. 
Please contact Glen Stevens or Holly Smith for more information.

 Sunday School also includes an adult study, so plan on attending an adult class during Sunday 
School hour.

Zucchini Brownies
1-1/2 cups sugar
1/2 cup margarine
2 eggs
2 cups fl our
2-1/2 cups grated zucchini
          (peeled and seeded)
2 tbsp. cocoa
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. baking soda

Mix thouroughly & spread into greased 9x13 pan.
Add topping:

1 cup chocolate chips
2 tbsp. sugar

1/2 cup chopped walnuts, optional

Bake at 350º for 30 minutes, or until toothpick 
comes out clean. 

These are wonderful!
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He has certainly hit the “world” on the head!

Billy Graham’s Prayer For Our Nation 

THIS MAN SURELY HAS A GOOD VIEW OF WHAT’S HAPPENING TO OUR COUNTRY!

‘Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and to seek your 
direction and guidance.  We know Your Word says, ‘Woe to those who call evil good,’ but that 
is exactly what we have done.  We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values. 
We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.   We have rewarded laziness and called it 
welfare.  We have killed our unborn and called it choice.  We have shot abortionists and called 
it justifi able...  We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self esteem. 
We have abused power and called it politics.  We have coveted our neighbor’s possessions 
and called it ambition.  We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called 
it freedom of expression.  We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and 
called it enlightenment.  Search us, O God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from sin 
and set us free. Amen!’
With the Lord’s help, may this prayer sweep over our nation and wholeheartedly become our 
desire so that we once again can be called ‘One nation, under God!’ 

Billy Graham - Current Age: 93 
Truth . . . from a man the media has never been 

able to throw dirt on . . . amazing!
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+ Christian Symbols + Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: A and D (See Amos 7:14-15, NIV.) 

You never know when 
God might call you 
from your current 
circumstances to serve 
him in a new way. The 
Old Testament prophet 
Amos, who lived during 
the eighth century 
B.C., worked at two 
jobs before God called him to take his message 
to the land of Israel. What were Amos’ prior 
occupations? Choose two answers.

A. Caretaker of sycamore-fi g trees
B. Priest

?

We call Christ 
“the Solid Rock,” 
remembering his 
parable about the wise 
and foolish builders 
(see Matthew 7:24, 
NIV). Jesus changed his 
disciple Simon’s name 
to Peter, meaning rock, saying he’d build his 
church “on this rock.” Although some Christians 
understand Peter to be the rock-foundation of 
Christ’s church, others interpret the foundation 
as faith in Christ, which, Jesus said, was revealed 
to Peter by God. 

C. Vineyard owner
D. Shepherd 

Rock –

Observed on the fi rst Monday 
in September, Labor Day pays 
tribute to the contributions 
and achievements of American 
workers.  It was created by the 
labor movement in the late 19th 
century and became a federal 
holiday in 1894.  Labor Day also 
symbolizes the end of summer for 

many American, and is celebrated with parties, parades 
and athletic events.

 There are three purposes
    for National 
   Grandparents Day:

 1. To honor grandparents.

2. To give grandparents an 
opportunity to show love 

for their children’s children.

3. To help children become aware of the strength,
   information and guidance older people can offer.

Christian One Liners
Don’t let your worries get the best of you;

Remember, Moses started out as a basket case.
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited
Until you try to sit in their pews.

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

Many folks want to serve God,
But only as advisors.

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

It is easier to preach ten sermons
Than it is to live one.

◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

The good Lord didn’t create anything 
without a purpose,

But mosquitoes come close.
◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆ ◆

People are funny;
They want the Front of the bus,

the Middle of the road,
And the Back of the church.

Sept. 3rd

Sept. 9th
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8/04 Jeanette Betts
8/05 Erin Liston
8/08 Vicky Economopoulos
8/10 Bill Rudzena
8/10 Barb Sisk
8/11 Will Hagen
8/12 Rosanne Dixon
8/15 Anne Liston
8/15 Katie Ritter
8/16 Linda Murphy
8/16 Tom Peterson
8/17 Sandy Liston
8/21 Tim Conner
8/21 Dan Luszcz
8/22 Felicity Westphal
8/28 Cindy Garstkiewicz

September:
9/02 Pastor Douglas Liston
9/04 Joey Romano
9/08 Matt Larkin
9/22 Olivia Stevens
9/24 Jason Kelly
9/27 Josh Hagen
9/30 Victoria Stevens

Birthdays:
August:

8/01 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Peterson
8/08 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Craig
8/11 Mr. & Mrs. Jared Smith
8/16 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Romano
8/23 Mr. & Mrs. Dave Rigby

September:
9/05 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Bettis
9/22 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Larkin
9/25 Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Conner
9/25 Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Liston

Anniversaries:
August:

August/September CelebrationsAugust/September Celebrations

June anniversary party at Davito’s
From left to right – Gordy & Kathy Ritter, Bill & Rita Rudzena, Tom & Helen Hankins

Dan & Debi Kelly, and Anne Liston
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