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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

NEW HOURS
Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
January, 2013                       Volume 4, Issue 1         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

J a n u a r y
SPECIAL DATES

New Year’s Day..........................Jan. 1st

Epiphany......................................Jan. 6th

Youth Fun Night........................Jan. 6th

Baptism of the Lord...............Jan. 13th

Confi rmation Class................Jan. 13th 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday
 Observance.........................Jan. 21st

Week of Prayer for 
 Christian Unity...........Jan. 18th-25th

Confi rmation Class...............Jan. 27th



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Vice President: 
Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinator:
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for February 2013

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by January 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Pastor’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of  Pastor DougFrom the desk of  Pastor Doug
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A new year.  A fresh start.  That’s what we all think about this time of year, 
isn’t it?  

This is the time of year we start thinking about how we are going to be doing 
things this year a little bit differently than we did last year.  A little bit better.  
Maybe we hope to be more kind, more loving.  Maybe we want to help out 
a bit more – at the food pantry, in our child’s classroom at school, or maybe 
even at church!

Or maybe what we’re contemplating is NOT doing something.  Maybe we 
want to skip a few desserts this year in order to shed a few pounds.  Perhaps we don’t want to argue 
with our spouse so that our lives are more pleasant.  Or stop being late to work so that our boss 
won’t give us that look – you know the one.  Ugh – I hate that look!

For many of us, the new year means another chance to get it right.  One more chance to get on the 
right track with our lives.  Another turn at bat.  And God knows that we need another chance.

Yes, God does know.  And God did something about it.  

God sent Jesus in order that we would have that second chance.  And maybe a third, fourth, or fi fth 
chance as well.  We do mess up.  We do make mistakes.  We don’t always get it right.  But neither do 
all those “perfect” Bible heroes, either. 

Remember Saul?  Not the Old Testament Saul – although he had a bunch of issues himself.  No, I’m 
talking about the Saul of the New Testament.  The Book of Acts...  Saul – the one who was hunting 
down Christians with a license to kill.  Organizing mobs to stone people to death.  At the mere 
mention of his name, Christians were terrifi ed.

God gave Saul a second chance.  Walking along the road on his way to Damascus, God gave Saul a 
chance for a fresh start.  3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven fl ashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But 
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his 
eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three 
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:3-9, NRSV)

So there was Saul – for three days sitting around Damascus with not much he could do except pray.  
Pray and think about what he had been doing and what he should do to change his life.  At the end 
of those three days, God sent Ananias to visit Saul: 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his 
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be fi lled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell 
from his eyes, and his sight was restored.  Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he 

want to skip a few dess
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regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began 
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21All who heard him were amazed and 
said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not 
come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?”

Saul’s change of heart is a great reminder of what God can, and will, do for us as well.  Hopefully we 
don’t need to be knocked to the ground and blinded for three days, but if that is what it takes, I’m 
ready.  

That tiny baby for whom we waited for so long during advent, that came to us – not as a conquering 
king the way everyone expected, but was born so humbly in a barn and laid in a feed trough.  A baby 
whose birth was announced, not to the religious elite, but to lowly shepherds.  It is through that baby 
that we gain our second chance.

Saul became Paul – one of the most fervent and devoted apostles of the Christ – through one of the 
most spectacular second chances of all time.  Maybe you’ve messed up and need a second chance.  
Or a sixth chance.  Or was it a 597th chance?  Maybe you’ve even lost track.  I lost track about 20 
years ago--but God doesn’t keep score.   

Whether it’s marriage, a job, a relationship, or your fi nances, God hasn’t given up on you. He wants 
to heal you; to make you right.  Your second chance can start today.  Right now.  The most loving, 
powerful being in the universe wants to heal it, and God has the power and creativity to do just that.   
Will you say “yes” today to the God of second chances? 

Blessings,
Pr. Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug continued from page 3

New Year - New Worship Times!
Beginning January 6, 2013, our worship time for second service 

on Sunday will be at 10:45 a.m.  Other worship times will remain 
the same - 6 p.m. on Saturday and 8:30 a.m. on Sunday.  

Sunday School will continue to be at 9:30 a.m.  
Come join us as we continue to grow in God’s grace! 
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Youth Lock-In
The youth Lock-In was December 7th-8th. 

 At the lock-in the adults tried to beat the teens’ 
record for box stacking.  It was a fun time.

ASKING  FOR  YOUR ASKING  FOR  YOUR 
THOUGHTSTHOUGHTS

The newsletter team is looking for some input/thoughts about possibly running 
some ads in the newsletter.  Ads would run for a period of time at no cost to 
anyone.  Ads could consist of items for sale, items wanted, Open House/Birthday 
announcements, garage sales, company ads, etc.  Please let Cindy, Rose or Pastor 
Doug know what you think of this idea.  Perhaps we can begin this in March or April.  
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Christmas Cookie Exchange 
was a hit - Can’t wait until next year!!

Here are some photos taken of all the cookies that were exchanged and winners & 
losers of the raffl e prizes.  Thanks ladies for the wonderful treats and recipes that were 
exchanged.  Also, a special Thank You to Roberta for putting this event together.  We look 
forward to next year!

WinnersWinners LosersLosers



❆
❆
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2012 Children’s Christmas Pageant

❆

❄
❆
❆

❆

❄

❄

❄

❄

The Children’s Christmas Pageant was Sunday, December 16th.  At the 
pageant, children sang wonderful Christmas carols, dre4ssed as participants 
in the Nativity story, and learned that the people in the story were real 
- with true emotions - love, pride, fear, joyousness. . .  The children were 
great, it was a beautiful presentation.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 4 5

9 10 11 126 7 8

17 18 1913 14 15 16

24 25 2620 21 22 23

2730

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

1 1

2829 29

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blue for the month of January.Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blue for the month of January.

R. Miller

D&H Morley L. Mormino K&S Peight T&H Peterson B. Rieke D. Rigby C. Ritter

G&C Ritter J&J Romano J. Roth J. Roth B&R Rudzena B. Sisk J&H Smith

C&V Stevens G&R Stevens G. Wolf H&M Aavang J&K Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts

C. Garstkiewicz C.&C. LiskaC.&C. Liska A. ListonA. ListonK. Betts

D. Miller

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Confi rmation
6:00 pm - Den Leader’s Meeting

A&R Dixon

31

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

28

9:30 am - Weight Watchers 
6:30 pm - Den Meetings

J.&S. Lusk J&S Lusk D&M Luszcz A.J.&S Miller

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

January 2013January 2013

7:00 pm - Pack Meeting

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
4:30-7:30pm - Blood Drive
6:30 pm - Den Meetings 

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School and
      Adult Bible
    Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Confi rmation
6:00 pm - Cub Scout Meeting

S&S Conner

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

27

7:00 pm - Vision Team Meeting

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

G&C Craig

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study
8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Confi rmation
6:00 pm - Cub Scout Meeting

Happy Birthday
Christina Ritter

Happy Birthday
Gavin Conner &

Jared Smith

Happy Birthday
Lorraine Tylkowski8

Happy Birthday
Donnalee Miller

Happy Birthday
Shawn Conner

Happy Birthday
Jim Larkin

Happy  Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Liska

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-8:00 pm - Youth Fun Night
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Again, the Potato Bake/Sing Out was 
a big success!  We had lots of people show 
up with lots of potato toppings for our baked 
potatoes! Then we all dressed up in costumes 
and sang on the corner.  Lots of people 
stopped and waved and some of the cars even 
pulled over for a few minutes to listen.  Thanks 
to all who participated . . . it was a wonderful 
time!

Potato Bake and Sing OutPotato Bake and Sing Out

Thank you Raven Hoffman for this beautiful picture.  If you look 
very closely at the white ornament, you will see the refl ection of the 
stained glass cross.
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Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be January 6th from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 pm.  Youth 
activity fun nights are usually the 2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up. 

HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday Morning Helpers:
 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a rotating basis 
for various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  From greeters to video 
system operators to nursery attendants, the goal is for every member to serve 
in some way.  All are invited to prayerfully consider how God is calling them to 
serve.  For questions and more information please contact Pastor Doug.

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 6 years.    

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Saturday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being a 
part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are supporting 
the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Valentine’s Day Prom:
Prom is coming - February 23rd, 2013.  Are you saving the date?  Do you have a date?  Who says 
you need a date?!  Come one, come all to the 3rd  Valentine’s Day Prom at Joyful Harvest Church.  
Hors d’oeuvres, Games, Music, Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players.  Don’t miss out on this fun event - 
Mark your calendars now!  



Education NewsEducation News

Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 
men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 Join us on Wednesday evenings as we do in-depth study and refl ection 
on the lectionary texts for the previous week.  We will begin at 6:00 with a 
Soup and Bread Fellowship, share our Bible Study, and end with a Compline 
(Evening) worship service.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Wednesdays)

Page 12

Sunday School:
 Our Pre-K through fi fth grade students are studing the LIVE curriculum - 
a wonderful series where we encourage the children to read their Bibles, 
strengthen their Bible skills and learn Bible truths.  Students are immersed in a 
Bible story each week, experiencing a new learning area and growing in their faith 
and relationship with God.  These stories come alive for the children in new and 

exciting ways.
 Our older students also have a Bible story refresher each week, but concentrate their studies 
in C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters.  Wikipedia gives the best and most concise explanation of Lewis’ 
work: In The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis provides a series of lessons in the importance of taking a 
deliberate role in living our Christian faith by portraying a typical human life, with all its temptations 
and failings, as seen from devils’ viewpoint.  Screwtape holds an administrative post in the bureaucracy 
(“Lowerarchy”) of Hell, and acts as a mentor to Wormwood, the inexperienced tempter.  In the body of the 
thirty-one letters which make up the book, Screwtape gives Wormwood detailed advice on various methods 
of undermining faith and promoting sin in the Patient, interspersed with observations on human nature and 
Christian doctrine.  Wormwood and Screwtape live in a peculiarly morally reversed world, where individual 
benefi t and greed are seen as the greatest good, and neither demon is capable of comprehending God’s love 
for man or acknowledging true human virtue when he sees it.  This is a wonderful study and will give our 
students great life lessons and a lot to contemplate about how they live out their Christian faith.
 Kurt Peight is leading our Adult Education program with a study of the Book of Acts - seeing 
God active in and through the early Christian Church.  Join Kurt and his class as they explore God’s 
redemptive work and watch as the Church takes form to spread the Word of God to the world.
 Our children are of utmost importance - we need to teach them about God’s love and how 
they can interact with the world from a Christian perspective.  If you have a heart for seeing a 
child’s faith blossom before your eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday 
School program.  Please contact Glen Stevens or Holly Smith for additional information.
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Joyful Harvest Church
G.R.O.W. Event

Valentine’s Day Prom 2013
Saturday, February 23, 2013

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm

You’re invited!
Hors d’oeuvres, Games, Music,

Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players

We have scheduled our Annual Valentine’s Day Prom G.R.O.W. Event. 
Save the date!  Do you have a date?  Who says you need a date?!  Come one, come 
all to the 3rd   Annual  Valentine’s Day Prom at Joyful Harvest Church.
 This event is for adults only and will include food, a game or two,  a few skits by 
the Joyful Harvest Birdbath Players, some wonderful fellowship with the main event, 
The Already Wed Game, (run like the Newly Wed Game) and then fi nishing off with the 
crowning of the King and Queen of the Prom. It is lots of fun and a whole lot of 
laughter!  

 Contestants and sign-up sheets will be posted in the Narthex.

 Please consider coming this year; you really will have a good time and you don’t 
need a date.  We will be asking for some food donation, but that’s never a problem as 
you are all so very generous and good cooks as well!
 Thanks to all who will participate and come to join the fun!  If you would like to 
be a part of the committee and lend a hand, or if you have any questions, please see 
Rose Stevens.

Remember . . . Save the Date February 23rd!

Back by Popular Demand!
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Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: A

What is the Hebrew meaning of the word Amen?

A.  So be it. 
B.   We praise you.
C.  Thank you.
D.  Please, God!

?

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)
E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11, 16)
E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
A im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)
R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16)

For The New Year

Valentine’s Day Valentine’s Day 
MessagesMessages

❤

❤

❤

❤
❤

VALENTINE’S DAY –  Again this year, we 
would love to publish a Valentine message for 
that special someone in your life.  Even if it is 
one line, that one line can make that special 
someone know that your love for them is 
unconditional.  You have until January 15th to 
get those Valentines to us.  Just leave them in 
the offi ce, in the mailbox marked newsletter, 
and Cindy will be sure to pick them up or you 
can email her at cindy@classicprintery.com.
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01/01 Christina Ritter
01/04 Gavin Conner
01/04 Jared Smith
01/10 Lorraine Tylkowski
01/11 Donnalee Miller
01/14 Shawn Conner
01/19 Jim Larkin

Birthdays:

01/15 Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Liska
Anniversaries:

January CelebrationsJanuary Celebrations

Celebrating

 Epiphany, from the Greek word epiphaneia, 
means an appearance of manifestation.  
Christians celebrate this festival each year 
on January 6, the 12th day after Christmas. 
Epiphany ends on Ash Wednesday, when Lent 
begins.
 Epiphany marks the coming of the Magi, or 
wise men, to worship the baby Jesus. Because 
the Magi were Gentiles, Epiphany symbolizes 
the fi rst recognition of Christ by non-Jews.  
It’s a reminder that Christ came as the Light 
–– and Savior –– of the whole world.
 The traditional color for Epiphany is green, 
indicating life, growth, hope and eternity.  
Symbols for the season include a light, 
candle, star, crown, gifts and a globe. Epiphany 
has become a time for reaching out and 
“showing” Jesus as the Savior of all people.  
It’s also a reminder to engage in Christian 
community and to heal divisions.

A New Year Poem
Another fresh new year is here . . .
Another year to live!
To banish worry, doubt, and fear,
To love and laugh and give!

This bright new year is given me
To live each day with zest . . .
To daily grow and try to be
My highest and my best!

I have the opportunity
Once more to right some wrongs,
To pray for peace, to plant a tree,
And sing more joyful songs!

––William Arthur Ward

January 21, 2013
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Holy Humor
GOOD SAMARITAN

A Sunday school teacher was telling her class 
the story of the Good Samaritan. She asked 
the class, “If you saw a person lying on the 
roadside, all bleeding, what would you do?” A 
thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, “I 
think I’d throw up.”

DID NOAH FISH?
A Sunday school teacher asked, “Johnny, do you 
think Noah did a lot of fi shing when he was on 
the Ark?” “No,” replied Johnny. “How could he, 
with just two worms.”

BEING THANKFUL?
 A Rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, 
“So your mother says your prayers for you 
each night? That’s very commendable. What 
does she say?” The little boy replied, “Thank 
God he’s in bed!”

ALL MEN / ALL GIRLS
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime 
prayers, she would bless every family 
member, every friend, and every animal 
(current and past). For several weeks, after 
we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli 
would say, “And all girls.”  This soon became 
part of her nightly routine, to include this 
closing. My curiosity got the best of me and 
I asked her, “Kelli, why do you always add the 
part about all girls?” Her response, “Because 
everybody always finish their prayers by 
saying, ‘All Men’!”


