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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

HOURS
Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
March, 2013                       Volume 4, Issue 3        

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

M a r c h
SPECIAL DATES

World Day of Prayer...............Mar. 1st

Third Sunday in Lent...............Mar. 3rd

Fourth Sunday in Lent..........Mar. 10th

Daylight-Saving Time begins..Mar. 10th

Fifth Sunday in Lent..............Mar. 17th

First Day of Spring................Mar. 20th 

Palm Sunday............................Mar. 24th

Maundy/Holy Thursday........Mar. 28th

Good Friday...........................Mar. 29th

Holy Saturday........................Mar. 30th

Easter Saturday......................Mar. 31st



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Vice President: 
Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinator:
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for April 2013

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by March 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Pastor’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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I go to the hospital tomorrow. 

Usually I go there to visit others – to bring them communion, pray with them, and comfort them in 
their anxiety.  And it becomes almost second-nature – walking through the hospital doors, asking 
what room they are in, poking my head through the door and seeing their reaction – either glad 
for the opportunity of a new visitor, or weary from all the tests, procedures, noise and bustle 
associated with a stay in the hospital.

Or I sometimes go to be with the family, as they await the outcome of surgery or testing.  Those 
are the diffi cult times.  Not knowing an outcome allows our imaginations to run wild – to envision 
all the worst scenarios.  And while prayer and comfort are an important part of that ministry as 
well, it is mainly a ministry of presence – being with the family, accompanying them, supporting 
them.

It is a privilege – an honor – being asked to be there.  I’m often struck by the confi dence that 
people place in me and the access they give me into their lives.  I’ve had people confess to me 
things that they would never dare tell another soul.  Their fears, their joys, their failures…  It’s 
humbling; but for their trust, I’m grateful.

But I digress.  Tomorrow I go to the hospital, not to visit but for my own testing.  And even though 
I’ve had this test numerous times before, I still feel the trepidation that I know others feel when 
I’m waiting with them.  That sense of the unknown.  

The young father was having a diffi cult time convincing his son to go to bed. 
“I don’t want to go to bed. I’m afraid of the dark!” the fi ve-year-old exclaimed. 
“There’s nothing to be afraid of,” his father said reassuringly. “I sleep in the dark and I’m not afraid.”
“Sure,” the youngster replied, “you’ve got Mom lookin’ out for you!” 

None of us know what will come tomorrow – what our lives will be like.  And we could easily 
wrap ourselves up in a self-imposed cocoon, immersed in the fear of what may lie ahead.  Except 
for one thing.

God knows that we have anxiety and fear and God’s Word gives us some touchstones to rely on 
in those times when fear threatens to overwhelm us.  

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10). continued to page 4
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11). 

God has made us a promise.  That God will be there with us in times of need.  As our creator, God 
knows better than anyone how worry can stifl e our faith and damage our relationship with Him. 
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, the message is the same: do not fear; be anxious for 
nothing. Place your trust in God and God will deliver you.

Here’s the prayer that will be on my lips tomorrow.  “I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me.” (Philippians 4:13)

Blessings,
Pr. Doug

Pastor’s Column continued from page 3

Congregational Resourcing Event
The 2013 CRE will be Saturday March 9, 2013
at Kishwaukee Community College in Malta, IL.

Sponsored by the Northern Illinois Synod Congregational Life Committee, the Congregational 
Resourcing Event is one of this synod’s fi nest yearly events. Church council members, teachers, 
musicians, staff, volunteers, and leaders--just about everyone in a congregation--can take 
advantage of this learning event to strengthen skills, gather resources, network with others, and 
discover new ways to enhance congregational and individual ministries. Come, experience and 
bring home new ministry tools.

The Congregational Resourcing Event (CRE) will offer many varied educational workshop 
selections for you, your key congregational leaders, and other interested congregation members. 
Many groups, agencies, and institutions will have displays.

During the CRE Worship, a special offering will be taken for ELCA Global Mission.

Kishwaukee College is handicap accessible.

Supervised child care in Kishwaukee College’s on-campus Early Childhood Center is provided with 
pre-registration. A free-will offering will be accepted to cover child-care costs.

There will be workshops under each of these categories:

    • Administration/Council/Treasurers
    • Education
    • Evangelism/Outreach/Hospitality
    • Global/Specialized Mission Trips
    • Leadership
    • Social Justice

    • Spirituality/Prayer/Health & Wellness
    • Stewardship
    • Technology
    • Volunteers
    • Worship
    • Youth/Family/Children
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Fun Night

Page 5

The Youth Fun Night for February celebrated Mardi Gras with food, 
fun and fellowship!  Also known as Shrove Tuesday, Mardi Gras is 
traditionally the day before the beginning of Lent and is typically 
a last chance for celebration before the austerity of the Lenten 
journey. Pancakes are typically eaten to use up the butter, sugar and 
eggs that are sometimes “given up” for Lent.
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What a great time!  If you weren’t able to make 
it you really missed some fun. Pastor did such 
a great job as “Doug Eubanks” we are inviting 
him do it again next year!  He learned a lot 
about some church members and a few things 
about his daughter.  There were lots of raffl es 
and prizes. There was a Cookie Face Race that 
was absolutely hysterical. I’m sure the photos 
will give you some idea.  

The Birdbath Players added Linda Rock to the cast and she was wonderful. She took on many 
roles and did a great job.  And the SPOT announcements were great - Listen, you may hear one in 
church sometime.

There was just too much to talk about.  Fun, Food and more Fun is all I can say.  I want to thank 
everyone for their help in making it a success again - you know who you are!  

The winners are as follows:
Already Wed Game
Sandy & Jim Larkin
Sarah & Josh Hagen - WINNER 
Deb & Dan Kelly
Rose & Glen Stevens

Love you all for coming and having some fun with us!
Love & Prayers - Rose Stevens

Prom King & Queen
Deb & Dan Kelly
Cookie Face Race
Autumn Gozolla - Woofe & Cindy Kutz’s daughter
Stand-up Bingo
Sue Bettis

Cookie Face RaceCookie Face Race

Already Wed GameAlready Wed Game

Winners - Josh and Sarah Hagen

Winner of Cookie Face Race - 
Autumn Gozzola (center)
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Valentine Prom (continued)
Birdbath Players

Raffle Winners and Prom King & QueenRaffle Winners and Prom King & Queen
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 1 2

6 7 8 93 4 5

14 15 1610 11 12 13

21 22 2317 18 19 20

2727

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys

1 1

2926 30

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blue for the month of March.Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blue for the month of March.

J. Roth

J. Roth B&R Rudzena B. Sisk J&H Smith C&V Stevens G&R Stevens G. Wolf

H&M Aavang J&K Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts K. Betts S&S Conner G&C Craig

J&S Hagen T&H Hankins E&T Hoffman M&M Kandray D&D Kelly

J&A Larkin J&S LarkiinJ&S Larkiin C&C LiskaC&C LiskaL. Konieczski

J&J Romano

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Valentine’s Prom

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School and
      Adult Bible 
    Study
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Den Leader’s Meeting

T&S Ladouceur

28

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

25

9:30 am - Weight Watchers 
6:30 pm - Den Meetings

J.&S. Lusk D&M Luszcz A.J.&S Miller

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys

MARCH 2013MARCH 2013

7:00 pm - Pack Meeting

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - Den Meetings 

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Youth Fun Night
Daylight Savings Time Begins

D&C Korus

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

24

7:00 pm - Vision Team Meeting

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

R&C Kutz

7:00 pm - Service of Healing8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
8:30 & 10:45 am - 
 Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
 School and
 Adult Bible 
 Study

Happy Birthday
Jean Roth, Samuel & Ben Hagen

Happy Birthday
Mark Kandray

Happy Birthday
Theresa Hoffman

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

Happy Birthday
Ericson Hoffman

Happy Birthday
Dave Rigby & Justin Romano

Happy Birthday
Ken Knutson & Jason Larkin

31

A&R Dixon C. Garstkiewicz

Happy Birthday
Melissa Luszcz

Happy Birthday
Glen Stevens

Happy Birthday
Sandy Larkin & Rose Stevens

Happy Birthday
Hazel Morley

Happy Birthday
Holly Smith

Happy Birthday
Cole Stevens

6:00 pm - Seder Meal

6:00 pm - 
Good Friday

Worship 7:00 pm - Easter Vigil

9:00 am
Easter

Worship

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Woofe Kutz

EXPO
at Johnsburg
High School

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm
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HOLYHOLY
WEEKWEEK

March 23rd – Saturday Worship
6:00 pm

March 24th – Palm Sunday
Regular Worship times 8:30 am 

and 10:45 am

March 27th – Wednesday
Service Service of Healing 7:00 pm

March 28th – Maundy Thursday
Seder Meal starting at 6:00 pm 
followed by a Potluck Dinner

March 29th – Good Friday
Worship 7:00 pm

March 30th – Saturday 
Easter Vigil 7:00 pm

Meet in the parking lot to kindle 
a fi re and bring the light of Christ 

back into the church

March 31st – Easter Sunday
Worship - 9:00am
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Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be March 10th from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 pm.  The activity 
will be volleyball.  Youth activity fun nights are usually the 2nd Sunday of each month for students 
in fi fth grade and up. 

HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday Morning Helpers:
 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a rotating basis for 
various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  From greeters to readers to 
communion servers, the goal is for every member to serve in some way.  All are 
invited to prayerfully consider how God is calling them to serve.  For questions 
and more information, please contact Pastor Doug.

Flowers of the Bible Garden:
  As many of you have noticed the fl ag pole has two new lights and the bell 
has a new home.  Plans have been approved by council to construct a garden 
that will be planted with fl owers that are named in the Bible.  The garden 
design will have 16 individual beds.  If you would like to adopt a bed to plant 
and care for please contact Cathy Ritter at 847-497-3319.

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Saturday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being 
a part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are supporting 
the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Food Pantry:
March is our month to staff the Food Pantry on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 to 6:30pm.  
To schedule times to help please contact Bill Rudzena at 815-347-4746.  Please join our Helping 
Hands Food Pantry volunteers for the month of March.  It’s not just rewarding, but fun, too. 



Education NewsEducation News

Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 
men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 Join us on Wednesday evenings as we do in-depth study and refl ection on 
the lectionary texts for the previous week.  We begin at 6:00 with a Soup and 
Bread Fellowship, share our Bible Study, and end with a Compline (Evening) 
worship service.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Wednesdays)

Page 12

Sunday School:
 Our Pre-K through fi fth grade students are studing the LIVE curriculum - 
a wonderful series where we encourage the children to read their Bibles, 
strengthen their Bible skills and learn Bible truths.  Students are immersed in a 
Bible story each week, experiencing a new learning area and growing in their faith 
and relationship with God.  These stories come alive for the children in new and 

exciting ways.
 Our older students also have a Bible story refresher each week, but concentrate their studies 
in C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters.  Wikipedia gives the best and most concise explanation of Lewis’ 
work: In The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis provides a series of lessons in the importance of taking a 
deliberate role in living our Christian faith by portraying a typical human life, with all its temptations 
and failings, as seen from devils’ viewpoint.  Screwtape holds an administrative post in the bureaucracy 
(“Lowerarchy”) of Hell, and acts as a mentor to Wormwood, the inexperienced tempter.  In the body of the 
thirty-one letters which make up the book, Screwtape gives Wormwood detailed advice on various methods 
of undermining faith and promoting sin in the Patient, interspersed with observations on human nature and 
Christian doctrine.  Wormwood and Screwtape live in a peculiarly morally reversed world, where individual 
benefi t and greed are seen as the greatest good, and neither demon is capable of comprehending God’s love 
for man or acknowledging true human virtue when he sees it.  This is a wonderful study and will give our 
students great life lessons and a lot to contemplate about how they live out their Christian faith.
 Kurt Peight is leading our Adult Education program with a study of the Book of Acts - seeing 
God active in and through the early Christian Church.  Join Kurt and his class as they explore God’s 
redemptive work and watch as the Church takes form to spread the Word of God to the world.
 Our children are of utmost importance - we need to teach them about God’s love and how 
they can interact with the world from a Christian perspective.  If you have a heart for seeing a 
child’s faith blossom before your eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday 
School program.  Please contact Glen Stevens or Holly Smith for additional information.
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A sign of spring
 In The Story of the Easter Robin 
(Zonderkidz), Dandi Daley 
Mackall retells an old 
Pennsylvania Dutch tale 
of the robin’s 
compassion as he 
witnessed Jesus’ death.
 On Good Friday, a 
plain brown robin fl ying over Jerusalem was 
curious about the “nest” atop Jesus’ head. 
When the bird realized it was a crown of 
thorns, he tried to dislodge it. As the robin 
pulled out a long thorn from Jesus’ forehead, 
a drop of blood landed on the bird’s breast, 
staining it red. Now the robin’s red breast is a 
symbol of Jesus’ loving sacrifi ce, and the robin’s 
early spring song is a reminder of Jesus’ joyful 
resurrection.

A modern-day parable
 My friend had a large hydrangea bush in her 
yard. Each year for a decade, she found only 
one or two blooms.  “Cut it down!” she told 
here husband in frustration. But he, a very 
patient man, urged, “Let’s give it one more year. 
I’ll water it and fertilize it with coffee grounds. 
If it still doesn’t bloom, I’ll chop it down.”
 The next year, as the couple anticipated 
carrying out the death sentence, the bush not 
only bloomed, but bloomed in abundance –– 
and in multiple colors that amazed my friend, 
an avid gardener.  “It’s the barren fi g tree all 
over again!” she exclaimed.
 Indeed, sometimes God replicates his 
miracles, perhaps because we need a refresher 
course in patiently waiting for his glorious 
blessings.

––Heidi Mann

Walking with God
 Enoch, Noah’s great-grandfather, lived to be 
365. But he didn’t die; instead, God “took him 
way” to heaven (Genesis 5:24). The reason, 
according to the Bible, is that Enoch “walked 
with God.”
 Such intimate communion with God, said 
Edward Griffi n (1770-1837), “is very fi tly 
represented by two close friends walking 
together, engrossed with each other, unmindful 
of all the world besides.”
 Griffi n added: “When two friends thus walk 
together they keep the same course, and thus 
are advancing toward the same object. So the 
[person] who walks with God is conformed to 
him in moral character. Benevolence reigns.”

Keep on believing
 Through major life challenges, Christian 
singer-songwriter Jeremy Camp has learned to 
walk by faith and cling to his hope in Christ. 
While he was growing up, Camp’s family (which 
includes a brother with Down syndrome) 
struggled with poverty.  When Camp was just 
23, his wife of several months died of cancer.
 The fi rst song Camp wrote after her death 
was the chart-topper “I Still Believe.” In the 
chorus, he sings:

  I still believe in Your faithfulness
  I still believe in Your truth
  I still believe in Your holy Word
   even when I don’t see, I still believe.

 Camp says trusting in God during life’s 
valleys takes lots of courage. “You can say, ‘All 
right, Lord, I don’t get it, but I’m going to trust 
you,’ and go to the only One [who] offers life 
and hope and peace and joy.
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Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: D (See Mark 15:33.)

When Jesus was crucifi ed, over what time period 
did darkness cover the earth?

A.  9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
B.  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
C. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
D.  12 noon to 
  3 p.m.

? Cristian Symbol

 Latin cross –– The Latin cross is the simplest 
and most common form of the Christian cross, 
possibly dating from the second or third century.  
Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians 
typically display a crucifi x -- an image of Jesus 
hanging on the cross -- to remember his death for 
the sake of the world, while Protestant churches 
often favor the empty cross, commemorating 
Jesus’ resurrection.

Mrs. Donovan was walking down O’Connell Street in Dublin when she met up with

 Father Rafferty.

The Father said, “Top o’ the mornin’ to ye! Aren’t ye Mrs. Donnovan and didn’t I marry

  ye and yer husband two years ago?”

She replied, “Aye, that ye did, Father.”

The Father asked, “And be there any wee ones yet?”

She replied, “No, not yet, Father.”

The Father said, “Well now, I’m going to Rome next week; I’ll light a 

 candle for ye and yer husband.”

She replied, “Oh, thank ye, Father.”

They parted ways. Some years later they met again.  The Father asked, 

 “Well now, Mrs. Donovan, how are ye these days?”

She replied, “Oh, very well, Father!”

The Father asked, “And tell me, have ye any wee ones yet?”

She replied, “Oh yes, Father! Three sets of twins and four singles, ten in all!”

The Father said, “That’s wonderful! How is yer loving husband doing?”
She replied, “E’s gone to Rome to blow out yer damn candle!”
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03/02 Theresa Hoffman
03/03 Samuel Hagen
03/03 Ben Hagen
03/03 Jean Roth
03/08 Mark Kandray
03/10 Ericson Hoffman
03/19 Ken Knutson
03/19 Jason Larkin
03/20 Dave Rigby

Birthdays:

03/15 Mr. & Mrs. Richard (Woofe) Kutz
Anniversaries:

MARCH CELEBRATIONSMARCH CELEBRATIONS

Easter Joy
Now let the heavens
 be joyful!
Let earth her song begin!
Let the round world keep
 triumph,
And all that is therein;
Invisible and visible,
Their notes let all things
 blend,
For Christ the Lord has
 risin,
Our joy that hath no 
end.
 ––St. John of Damascus

03/20 Justin Romano
03/22 Melissa Luszcz
03/23 Glen Stevens
03/24 Sandy Larkin
03/24 Rose Stevens
03/25 Hazel Morley
03/29 Holly Smith
03/31 Cole Stevens
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