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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

The Grapevine
September, 2013                      Volume 4, Issue 8        

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

S e p t e m b e rS e p t e m b e r
SPECIAL DATESSPECIAL DATES

Labor Day................................Sept. 2nd

Saufen und Spiel Parade........Sept. 8th

Grandparents Day..................Sept. 8th

First day of Autumn.............Sept. 22nd

Lunch Ride............................Sept. 29th

For the message of the cross
is foolishness to those

who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved

it is the power or God.
1 Corinthians 1:18, NIV

Worship with
Holy Communion

FALL HOURS
Starting September 15th

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net

Vice President: 
 Theresa Hoffman.......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net

Secretary:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Allen Gates....................815-482-8600 
 Email:  alandgates@gmail.com
 Linda Murphy..............815-669-4477
 Email:  mrs.linda.murphy@gmail.com
 Juanita Roth..............815-385-5935
 Email: jroth55618@aol.com

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinators:
 Holly Smith....................262-298-7055
 Email:  hollsly84@gmail.com
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for October 2013

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by September 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Secretary’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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God Isn’t Like eBay…

As I sit here thinking about what to write this month, I looked over at 
the table in my offi ce.  On that table are some of the many things that 
we kept from the rummage sale.  Things that we thought had some value 
and that should be sold on eBay, rather than let them go too cheaply on 
$5/bag day.

I’ve been putting some of those items up on eBay, two or three at a time.  It takes about an 
hour or so to take the pictures, write up a brief description about the items, and post it all 
to eBay.  Some of the items I think we’ll do well selling, others – perhaps not too well.  For 
example, a 1976 Pepsi Super Girl glass sold for $21.  Pretty good!  But the two Campbell’s Soup 
Collector’s Mugs can’t even garner a $2.50 bid.

Fortunately, God is nothing at all like the bidders on eBay.  

I mean – on eBay, everyone is looking for a bargain – shopping around for something in perfect 
condition, with no wear and tear, and free shipping.  But when I write up a description of an 
item that we’re selling I try to mention every little thing that someone might think is “wrong” 
with it, so that there are no surprises.  I take pictures of the fl aws, making sure to detail them 
in the write-up.

But it is all different when it comes to our relationship with God.  
In God’s eyes, our fl aws may be noticeable, but they don’t affect 
our worth.  Yes, this cookie jar that is staring across the room at 
me has a great smile, but the glazing is a bit crazed on the inside.  
(Sounds a lot like me – or so I’m told.)  I’m not perfect, but that 
hasn’t changed how God sees me.  

You see, to God, I’m priceless.  You are too.  Worth the ultimate price – the giving up of God’s 
own life, on a cross.  God willingly walked to the cross and gave up life in order that you and I 
could have something far more valuable – a relationship with God.

You and I – we’re made in the image of God, the imago dei.  Made by the One who looked 
upon all of creation, us included, and said “It is good.”  The one who can and does walk with us 
through thick and thin.  The one who dances and rejoices with us in the good times.  The same 
one who cries and mourns with us in the not-so-good times.

God Isn’t Like eBay . . . continued to page 4
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So next time you are thinking that you can’t possibly be important to God, remember: God isn’t 
out to collect just the perfect, God is willing to take what is imperfect and make it better.  God 
is willing to overlook the tiny chips and fl aws around our edges because, in Christ, everything 
is made new.  God is willing to outbid everything this world can offer so that you will come to 
know just how valuable you truly are.

And not only that, but we get free shipping, too!

God’s peace,

Pr. Doug

God Isn’t Like eBay . . . continued from page 3
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 – Thank You –
On August 9th & 10th Joyful Harvest held its annual rummage sale. 
Thanks to the generosity and support of the Johnsburg area community 
and Joyful Harvest members, this rummage sale raised $3,000.20 so far.  
That topped last year’s total.  We are also listing some items on ebay 
for sale. One Supergirl Pepsi glass sold for $21. 

If you would like to see what we have listed on ebay, please follow 
these steps: 
  1. Go to ebay.com
  2. Click the Advanced link at the top of the ebay
      home page.
  3. Under the Items heading on the left side of the
    page, click By seller.
  4. Enter dliston
  5. Click the Search button.

On behalf of the JHC Rummage Sale Committee, I would like to thank all those 
who helped to make this event a success.

We greatly appreciate the generosity of all who donated items for this sale.  This 
giving spirit has made it possible for us to have one of the area’s best rummage 
sales.  Also, thanks to the shoppers who came and shopped.

And last, but by no means least, there are no words to truly express our gratitude 
to all the dedicated volunteers who brought food, worked the sale, hauled 
rummage, helped to set up and clean up.  Joyful Harvest is truly blessed to have 
such an amazing support team.  Without their continued hard work there would 
be no rummage sale.

Annual 
Rummage

Sale

Supergirl Pepsi Glass

Campbell Mugs (See on Ebay)
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Join us for 
Sunday School Rally Day!  

Sunday, September 15th

9:30am
Fun, games and prizes

as well as a great kick-off
for a great

Sunday School experience!

Fellowship Time:
 The time to break bread and visit with one another is 
a key part of our worship experience at Joyful Harvest.  
Please join us for snacks and conversation after the 
service.

Saufen und Spiel . . .
. . . is coming up soon (Sunday, September 8th).  How 
would you like to be a part of our Joyful Harvest 
parade entry?  We can show the community just how 
much love and fun there is here at church!  If you are 
interested in helping out, please see either Cher Liska 
or Linda Murphy! 

Join us for fl oat building 
Saturday, Sept. 7th at 9:00am 

at Joyful Harvest
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Support our Troops

▲

In partnership with the VFW and the PLAV, 
Joyful Harvest is collecting items to support 

our troops overseas. 
 

A list of the needed items is below.
Please bring items by October 15th and the 
VFW/PLAV will get them to our troops in 
time for Christmas!  We will collect all the 

items in a large tub in the narthex.

• Foot Powder
• Lip Balm
• Moisture Creams
• Kool-Aid
• Sunscreen
• Non-Aerosol Deodorant
• Tea Bags
• Coffee - Instant
• Rice Krispie Treats
• Kraft East Mac
• Dried Fruit Pkgs.
• Hot Chocolate Pkts.
• Baseballs (New/Used)
• Paperback Books
• Disposable Razors
• Magazines (Men’s)
• Feminine Hygiene Products
• Sunblock
• Baby Wipes
• Lotions
• Water Flavor Pkts.
• Socks - White Tube
• Body Wash

• Beef Jerky
• Gum & Candy
• Tuna/Chicken Pkts.
• Instant Soups
• Crackers & Cheese
• Phone Cards (Overseas)
• Small Flashlights
• Paper and Envelopes
• Toothbrushes & Paste
• Dog Treats/Snacks
• Puzzle Books
• Nail Clippers & Files
• Q-Tips
• Wet Ones

• Toiletries
• Eye Drops
• Chapstick
• Spam
• Slim Jims
• Check Mix
• Oatmeal Pkts.
• Granola Bars
• Power Bars
• Cat Flea Collars 
 (Sand Fleas are terrible)
• Kleenex Pkts.
• Batteries
• Notes of Thanks

▲
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 7

11 12 13 148 9 10

19 20 2115 16 17 18

26 27 2822 23 24 25

27

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Float Building
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg 

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

2 3

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blueblue for the month of September for the month of September

G&C Craig

C Garstkiewicz A&J Gates A&B Gates J&S Hagen T&H Hankins E&T Hoffman T Johnson

M&M Kandray D&D Kelly R&C Kutz T&S Ladouceur J&A Larkin J&S Larkin J&J Lindsey

D&S Liston D&M Luszcz AJ&S Miller D Miller R Miller

S&M Tylkowski G WolfD&H Morley

S&S Conner

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

30

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Council Meeting 

J Bagin K&A Brennan L&M Carpenter

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

SEPTEMBER 2013SEPTEMBER 2013

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School Rally
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation Class

B&L Murphy

29

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

9:00 am - Worship

C&C Liska A Liston

J Betts

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
4:30-7:30 pm - Blood Drive

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship 
12:00 noon - Motorcycle Ride

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

6:00 pm - Council Meeting

Happy Birthday
Joey Romano

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Bettis

1

J&K Anderson

9:30 am - Weight Watchers9:00 am - Worship

Happy Birthday
Pastor Doug

Happy Birthday
Matt Larkin

Happy Birthday
Olivia Stevens

Happy Birthday
Josh Hagen

Happy Birthday
Victoria Stevens

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Larkin Happy Anniversary

Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Conner
and

Rev. & Mrs. Douglas Liston

SAUFEN UND SPIEL
PARADE

FALL WORSHIP
HOURS &

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

7:00 pm - Choir practice

7:00 pm - Choir practice

7:00 pm - Choir practice

7:00 pm - Choir practice
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Motorycycle Lunch Ride
On Sunday, August 18th we went to 

Elizabeth’s Cafe in Delavan, Wisconsin
for food, fellowship and fun.

Join us Sunday, September 29th at noon 
for our next Lunch Ride and remember, you don’t have 

to have a motorcycle to go on the Lunch Ride! 

Blessing of the Backpacks:
On August 25th we had Blessing of the Backpacks where we will held these 
students up in prayer, asking God to bless their coming school year and 
their studies.  We encouraged them to learn their lessons, as God watches 
over their comings and goings, their classrooms, their sports, their school 
programs and their fun.  It is important that we let them know that the 
education they are receiving is important – it prepares them for their futures.
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday Morning Helpers:
 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a rotating basis for 
various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  From greeters to readers to 
communion servers, the goal is for every member to serve God in some way.  
All are invited to prayerfully consider how God is calling them to serve.  For 
questions and more information, please contact Pastor Doug.

Can Collection:
  Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are 
supporting the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Lunch Ride:
  Sunday,  September 29th will be our next motorcycle ride – we will leave from the church 
parking lot at noon following worship and take a leisurely ride into Wisconsin to Elizabeth’s for 
fellowship and fun.  Remember, you do not have to have a motorcycle to join us.

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
  Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who 
wants to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been 
meeting for over 7 years.    

Our Younger Worshipers:
 We believe strongly that God invites and welcomes everyone, young 
and old alike.  At Joyful Harvest, children are often dancing during hymns 
and moving about during the service.  We see this not as a distraction but 
embrace it as a natural part of the fullness of God’s kingdom.

Tuesday Night Pizza Club:
  Please come join us at Half Time in Johnsburg at 4:30pm every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who 
wants to have dinner and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  



Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 

men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS APPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS (CONT.)(CONT.)

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Friday nights at 7:00 pm.  If you’re interested in being a part of 
the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Youth Praise Band:
  If you would like to be a part of our Youth Praise Team, open to students 7th 
grade and up, please see our Music Director, Pam Doughty, or Pastor Doug.

Sunday School News:
 VBS is now over and it’s time to consider the Sunday School program for 
2013-2014.  We are in need of teachers, crafters, and anyone willing to help.  
There are resources available for teaching all levels, we just need people to 
use them.  Our children are of utmost importance - we need to teach them 
about God’s love and how they can interact with the world from a Christian 
perspective.  If you have a heart for seeing a child’s faith blossom before your 

eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday School program.  If you feel 
called to help or have ideas for the Sunday School program, please speak to Pastor Doug or Holly 
Smith.
 Sunday School also includes an adult study, so plan on attending an adult class during Sunday 
School hour.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 Join us on Wednesday evenings as we do in-depth study and refl ection on the 
lectionary texts for the week.  Beginning September 18th at 6:00 with a Soup 
and Bread Fellowship, share our Bible Study, and end with a Compline (Evening) 
worship service.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Wednesdays)
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A man and his young son went to church, 
and when they came out the father was 
complaining that the service was too long, the 
preacher was no good, and the singing was off-
key.

Finally the little boy said, “Daddy, I thought it 
was pretty good for a dime.”

�
Sometimes women are overly suspicious 
of their husbands. When Adam stayed out 
very late for a few nights, Eve became upset. 
“You’re running around with other women,” 
she charged.

“You’re being unreasonable,” Adam 
responded. “You’re the only woman on earth.” 
The quarrel continued until Adam fell asleep, 
only to be awakened by someone poking him 
in the chest.

It was Eve. “What do you think you’re doing?” 
Adam demanded.

“Counting your ribs,” said Eve.

�
It seems there was this minister who just 
had all of his remaining teeth pulled and new 
dentures were being made.

The fi rst Sunday, he only preached 10 minutes.

The second Sunday, he preached only 20 
minutes.

But, on the third Sunday, he preached 1 hour 
25 minutes.

When asked about this by some of the 
congregation, he responded this way.

The fi rst Sunday, my gums were so sore it 
hurt to talk.

The second Sunday, my dentures were hurting 
a lot.

The third Sunday, I accidentally grabbed my 
wife’s dentures... and I couldn’t stop talking!

�
A burglar broke into a house one night. 
He shined his fl ashlight around, looking for 
valuables; and when he picked up a CD player 
to place in his sack, a strange, disembodied 
voice echoed from the dark saying, “Joshua is 
watching you.”

He nearly jumped out of his skin, clicked 
his fl ashlight off, and froze. When he heard 
nothing more after a bit, he shook his head, 
promised himself a vacation after the next 
big score, then clicked the light on and began 
searching for more valuables.

Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could 
disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he heard, 
“Joshua is watching you.” Freaked out, he 
shined his light around frantically, looking for 
the source of the voice. Finally, in the corner 
of the room, his fl ashlight beam came to rest 
on a parrot.

“Did you say that?” he hissed at the parrot.

“Yep,” the parrot confessed, and then 
squawked, “I’m just trying to warn you.”

The burglar relaxed. “Warn me, huh? Who in 
the world are you?”

“Moses,” replied the bird.

“Moses?” the burglar laughed. “What kind of 
people would name a bird Moses?”

“The kind of people that would name a 
Rottweiler Joshua.”

Church Humor
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Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: B (See 2 Kings 2:11.)

? Christian Symbol
 Bell –– A bell 
symbolizes the call to 
worship, refl ected in the 
ringing of bells in many 
churches to announce or 
open the worship service.  
A bell also symbolizes 
the proclamation of the 
gospel to the world: 
hence, the ringing of 
church bells at the close of some services 
as worshipers depart to spread Christ’s 
good news in their daily lives.

 Elisha was appointed by this prophet to 
be his successor.  Elisha then watched as 
this man was taken up to heaven in a fi ery 
chariot.  Who was the prophet?
A.  Amos 
B.  Elijah
C. Isaiah
D.  Ezekiel

Stade’s Farm 2013 Event Schedule
for September

September 1st: Labor Day Picnic 12:00pm-5:00pm
 Kick off the beginning of the Fall Festival by joining us at our Labor Day picnic. Great food for purchase, 
fun activities, volleyball, and live music by Graffi ti Unlimited (1:00pm-3:00pm)
 Attractions are separate: ALL Adults and Children are $10.00 each, with unlimited rides.  Children under 
age 2 are free. (Excluding Frank the Combine ($5) and Pony Rides ($3)).

September 7th & 8th: 9th Annual Tractors for Charity 9:00am-6:00pm
 Antique Tractors, Trucks & Construction Equipment Show - a must-see event!  FREE ADMISSION to the 
Tractor Show. Proceeds to benefi t the Fish Food Pantry of McHenry County
 Attractions are separate: ALL Adults and Children are $10.00 each, with unlimited rides.  Children under 
age 2 are free. (Excluding Frank the Combine ($5) and Pony Rides ($3)).

September 14th & 15th: 7th Annual Car Show 9:00am-6:00pm
 Two Big Days!  The area’s most enjoyable car show!  FREE ADMISSION to the show.  Live music by Graffi ti 
Unlimited on Sunday only.
 Attractions are separate: ALL Adults and Children are $10.00 each, with unlimited rides.  Children under 
age 2 are free. (Excluding Frank the Combine ($5) and Pony Rides ($3)).

September 21st & 22nd: Praise On The Farm Concert Starting at 12:00pm
 Dynamic bands present a musical medley of positive, encouraging music.  The LCC Comfort Dogs will be 
at the event to meet and greet guests.  Get your photo taken with a Comfort Dog.  See Stade’s website for 
musical lineup.

September 28th & 29th: Taste of Autumn 10:00am-6:00pm
 Taste of Autumn is an outdoor food festival showcasing the diversity of the county’s dining community.  
There will be a delicious array of food served at Taste of Autumn, complimented by Stade’s exciting activities.  
From burger and hot dogs to fried candy, funnel cakes, BBQ, smoothies, ice cream, etc. Moody Radio 
(WMBI 90.1) Saturday the 28th from Noon-3pm. They will be broadcasting live with 
lots of fun and special give-away items.  See Stade’s website for more information.
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9/02 Doug Liston
9/04 Joey Romano
9/08 Matt Larkin
9/22 Olivia Stevens
9/24 Jason Kelly
9/27 Josh Hagen
9/30 Victoria Stevens

SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONSSEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS

9/05 Mr. & Mrs.  Kevin Bettis
9/22 Mr. & Mrs.  Jim Larkin
9/25 Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Conner
9/25 Rev. & Mrs. Douglas Liston

The labor to which we’re called
 In words attributed to Mother Teresa, “Many 
people mistake our work for our vocation.  Our 
vocation is the love of Jesus.”  As we celebrate 
Labor Day, what does such a distinction mean?
 Vocation comes from the Latin for “calling.”  
Christians understand vocation as that for 
which God created you, involving activities you 
do well, enjoy and feel good about doing, and 
that service others.  If you’re blessed to earn 
a paycheck doing something that fi ts those 
categories, then your profession or occupation 
–– your work –– likely is your vocation.

 Other people work a paying job because an 
opportunity presents itself and the income is 
needed, even if it isn’t their favorite thing to 
do.  Perhaps they live out their truest vocation 
during non-employment hours: singing with a 
choir, raising children, building houses, delivering 
meals and so on.
 Christians in any capacity, paid or not, can 
live out Jesus’ calling to love God and neighbor 
with our whole being (Luke 10:27). When God 
is “CEO” of our lives, it shows in how we treat 
our fellow laborers.

Grandparents refl ect God

 A woman and her grandson were spending 
the day together.  Suddenly, the boy had an “a-
ha!” expression and asked, “Grandma, do you 
know how you and God are alike?”
 The grandmother smiled to herself and 
mentally polished her halo a bit, “No,” she 
replied.  “How?”
 “You’re both old!” the boy said.

 Ah, but most grandparents really are like 
God in many ways –– kind, loving, forgiving, 
understanding, comforting, creative, wise.  
Above all, they’ve guided us to walk in God’s 
paths.
 Thank you, God for these special people 
who have lived long enough to become like 
you, in many ways.
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Semper Tie

A former Sergeant in the Marine Corps took a 
new job as a high school teacher.

Just before the school year started, he injured 
his back.  He was required to wear a plaster 
cast around the upper part of his body.  For-
tunately, the cast fi t under his shirt and wasn’t 
noticeable.

On the fi rst day of class, he found himself as-
signed to the toughest students in the school.  
The smart-aleck punks, having already heard 
the new teacher was a former Marine, were 
leery of him and he knew they would be test-
ing his discipline in the classroom.

Walking confi dently into the rowdy classroom, 
the new teacher opened the window wide and 
sat down at his desk.

When a strong breeze made his tie fl ap, he 
picked up a stapler and stapled the tie to his 
chest.

Dead silence . . .
The rest of the year went very smoothly.

A prayer for guidance
Lord, take me where 
 you want me to go;
Let me meet who 
 you want me to meet;
Tell me what you want me to say,

and keep me out of your way.
––Rev. Mychal Judge,

FDNY chaplain


