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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

The Grapevine
March 2014                       Volume 5, Issue 3       

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

M a r c h
SPECIAL DATES

Confi rmation Class..................Mar. 2nd

Ash Wednesday...........................Mar. 5th

World Day of Prayer..................Mar. 7th

Teen Fun Night............................Mar. 9th

First Sunday in Lent....................Mar. 9th

Daylight-Saving Time begins.....Mar. 9th

JABA Expo.................................Mar. 15th

Second Sunday in Lent............Mar. 16th

Confi rmation Class..................Mar. 16th

First Day of Spring....................Mar. 20th

Third Sunday in Lent................Mar. 23rd

Fourth Sunday in Lent..............Mar. 30th

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net

Vice President: 
 Theresa Hoffman.......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net

Secretary:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Allen Gates....................815-482-8600 
 Email:  alandgates@gmail.com
 Linda Murphy..............815-669-4477
 Email:  mrs.linda.murphy@gmail.com
 Juanita Roth..............815-385-5935
 Email: jroth55618@aol.com

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinators:
 Holly Smith....................262-298-7055
 Email:  hollsly84@gmail.com
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for April 2014

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by March 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Secretary’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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Ash Wednesday & Ashes

Lent is only about a week away.  Ash Wednesday looms as the beginning 
of the Lenten season.  It may seem odd, but I look forward each 
year to Ash Wednesday, when I get to prepare the ashes for worship.  
Maybe it’s the pyromaniac in me, but I think there is more.  I think it 
is all the symbolism.

I purposely keep the extra palms from last year’s Passion Sunday/Palm 
Sunday.  I gather them up the morning after we’ve paraded around 
the sanctuary, bunching them together and binding them with string 
so that they can hang to dry.  I often feel guilty as I’m doing it; I’m not 

really sure why.  Maybe it’s the realization of what is about to happen to Jesus during Holy Week.  
Jesus will be bound and then hung on a cross before the week’s end – and left there until all 
the life is wrung from him.  Left there to dry in the sun – he will thirst and will refuse drink, 
choosing instead to give his life.  Maybe these palm branches didn’t choose to die, but they did, 
nonetheless.  Soon they will only be a shell of what they were when life coursed through them.

People on Palm Sunday gathered palms to lay in front of Jesus as he made his way triumphantly 
into Jerusalem.  “King of Kings!” they’ll shout.  “Hosanna!”  In ancient times, palm branches 
symbolized goodness and victory. They were often depicted on coins and important buildings. 
Solomon had palm branches carved into the walls and doors of the temple (1 Kings 6:29). 
Again at the end of the Bible, people from every nation raise palm branches to honor Jesus 
(Revelation 7:9).  Keeping the palm branches safe all year is my way of honoring Jesus.

Sometime right before Ash Wednesday, I’ll go and get them from their safekeeping and begin 
the process of turning them to ash.  In burning the palms I watch as what was once so fi lled 
with life and with joy now turns back into dust.  God reminded Adam that because of his 
choices, he would be condemned:  (Genesis 3: 17b-19) “cursed is the ground because of you; in 
toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you 
shall eat the plants of the fi eld. 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  

It always amazes me just what happens as they burn.  After the fi re dies down, the can seems 
almost empty.  There was a tomb that was almost empty – all that was left was the grave 
clothes.  Well, I think that there was much more than that.  I think that what we see may only 
be a few cloths, but that tomb was full as well.  Full of a promise from God.  All that remains in 
my can are ashes, but there is a promise in here as well.  These ashes are not a sign of death, 
but a promise of life.

After they burn, what remains needs to be sifted before they can be used.  There will still 
be small pieces of “stuff” that have not been consumed, have not yet been changed.  My life 
constantly needs to be sifted – to be examined – in the bright light of God’s Son.  There are 
still bits of “stuff” in my life.  Things that need to be plucked out.  Things that show that I am 
not yet ready.  Things in my life that are not completely consumed.  I pray that God will do the 
sifting – make me pure.  Remove the junk that clutters my soul.

 continued to page 4
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I am mortal.  I will someday die.  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  I’ll 
hear those words on Ash Wednesday as I stand before God, penitently, to have the cremains of 
those celebratory palms marked in a cross on my forehead. The ashes symbolize the transience 
of my earthly status. The body must fall temporarily into dust. 

Yes, the cycle of Lent has begun again.  For the next 40 days, I’ll be called to introspection, to 
self-examination.  And knowing the outcome, that I’ll all be found unworthy, Jesus will once 
again journey to Jerusalem for the ultimate sacrifi ce.

Blessings on your Lenten journey,
Pr. Doug

Pastor Doug’s Message . . . continued from page 3

Fellowship Time:
 The time to break bread and visit with one another is 
a key part of our worship experience at Joyful Harvest.  
Please join us for snacks and conversation after the 
worship service.

Who are you wearing?
 Before the Oscars, a big question for every glamorous 
celebrity is “Who are you wearing?” Fashion reporters and 
fans are eager to discover and imitate the latest designers 
and styles.
 Few of us will ever walk the red carpet in Hollywood, yet 
we receive a much more impressive wardrobe makeover 
when we accept Jesus as our Savior.  Through his death and 
resurrection, Jesus turned our fi lthy rags of sin into dazzling 
white robes of righteousness (see Isaiah 61:10).
 This righteousness is embellished with good works that 
speak to our vibrant faith. How evident is your new “outfi t” 
to people around you?  As you get dressed each day, consider 
whether you’re living in such a way that people will wonder 
“Who are you wearing?”
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Read Through the New Testament During Lent

As we draw nearer to God during our Lenten refl ection, Joyful Harvest is undertaking the challenge 
to read the entire New Testament during the 40 days of Lent.  Journey with us as we meet God in 
the pages of the Bible! 

 
□ Wednesday, March 5, 2014 Matthew 1–6  □ Friday, March 28, 2014 Acts 6–10 
□ Thursday, March 6, 2014 Matthew 7–12  □ Saturday, March 29, 2014 Acts 11–15 
□ Friday, March 7, 2014 Matthew 13–17  □ Monday, March 31, 2014 Acts 16–20 
□ Saturday, March 8, 2014 Matthew 18–22  □ Tuesday, April 1, 2014 Acts 21–26 
□ Monday, March 10, 2014 Matthew 23–26  □ Wednesday, April 2, 2014 Acts 27–28, Romans 1–4 
□ Tuesday, March 11, 2014 Matthew 27–28,  

Mark 1–2 
 □ Thursday, April 3, 2014 Romans 5–10 

□ Wednesday, March 12, 2014 Mark 3–7  □ Friday, April 4, 2014 Romans 11–16,  
1 Corinthians 1–3 

□ Thursday, March 13, 2014 Mark 8–11  □ Saturday, April 5, 2014 1 Corinthians 4–11 
□ Friday, March 14, 2014 Mark 12–16  □ Monday, April 7, 2014 1 Corinthians 12–16 
□ Saturday, March 15, 2014 Luke 1–4  □ Tuesday, April 8, 2014 2 Corinthians 
□ Monday, March 17, 2014 Luke 5–8  □ Wednesday, April 9, 2014 Galatians 1–6 
□ Tuesday, March 18, 2014 Luke 9–11  □ Thursday, April 10, 2014 Ephesians, Philippians 
□ Wednesday, March 19, 2014 Luke 12–16  □ Friday, April 11, 2014 Colossians, 1 Thessalonians 
□ Thursday, March 20, 2014 Luke 17–20  □ Saturday, April 12, 2014 2 Thessalonians, 

1 Timothy,  2 Timothy  
□ Friday, March 21, 2014 Luke 21–24  □ Monday, April 14, 2014 Titus, Philemon,  

Hebrews 1–6 
□ Saturday, March 22, 2014 John 1–5  □ Tuesday, April 15, 2014 Hebrews 7–13 
□ Monday, March 24, 2014 John 6–8  □ Wednesday, April 16, 2014 James, 1 Peter 
□ Tuesday, March 25, 2014 John 9–12  □ Thursday, April 17, 2014 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John 
□ Wednesday, March 26, 2014 John 13–21  □ Friday, April 18, 2014 3 John, Jude,  

Revelation 1–9 
□ Thursday, March 27, 2014 Acts 1–5  □ Saturday, April 19, 2014 Revelation 10–22 
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    Gathered 
    to be more 

    than we can be 
    separately 

The Northern Illinois Synod is made up of Congregations, Individuals, and 
Agencies and Institutions of the Church - gathered together to be more than we 
can be separately. 

The synod is the connective tissue in the body of Christ, providing a means for 
congregations to live together, to be joined to the whole body, to draw from the 
whole body and to be yoked to other parts of the body.  That includes to each 
other; to the national, global, and ecumenical church; and to the arms of the 
church’s ministry in its agencies and institutions.

We are a large and diverse synod covering the 22 counties in Northern Illinois.  
We come from the different traditions that fl owed together to form the ELCA.  
Among us are large and small congregations in urban, suburban and rural areas.  
We are liberal and conservative and everything in between.  Some congregations 
in the synod are working very hard to implement the Evangelism Strategy of 
the Church, others are shaped by working for social justice; still others seek 
to address the needs of members and the community by providing an array of 
educational and social programs.  Some strive to do all of the above and more.

But in all of our diversity, we are one in our Lutheran theology of grace as 
we gather around the Word and the Sacraments.  We have much to offer the 
whole church in how we are church in Northern Illinois, connected in both our 
commonalities and differences, one in Christ and called by God to Make Christ 
Known.

I give God thanks for our partnership in the Gospel.

In Christ,

Bishop Gary Wollersheim
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For many young girls in the United States, ballet class is just another item in 

a long list of after-school activities. But for girls in the West Bank, learning 

ballet isn’t just about learning to dance. “They really don’t have much of an 

opportunity to do such things, so I think it really made them feel good about 

themselves to learn about ballet,” says Sarah Bolick, who studied ballet 

before joining the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program for a year 

in Jerusalem. 

Sarah’s work included hosting an after-school ballet class and helping teach 

English at Dar Al-Kalima School in Bethlehem, one of four Lutheran schools 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. 

Young adult missionaries around the world like Sarah are supported by 

contributions from friends and family, ELCA members, congregations and 

the ELCA churchwide organization.

To read the full story visit www.LivingLutheran.com/dancing.

For more Stories of Faith in Action,
visit www.livinglutheran.com.

STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION 

Dancing in Bethlehem
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

5 6 7 82 3 4

13 14 159 10 11 12

20 21 2216 17 18 19

2726

7:00 am - Men’s Group
4:30 pm - Addiction Support Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
JABA Expo - Johnsburg 
       Highschool
4:30 pm - Addiction Support Group
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

25

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in BrownBrown for the month of March. for the month of March.

T Johnson M&M Kandray D&D Kelly R&C Kutz T&S Ladouceur

J&A Larkin J&S Larkin J&J Lindsey C&C Liska A Liston D&S Liston D&M Luszcz

AJ&S Miller D Miller R Miller J Nemec K&S Peight

T&H Peterson B Rieke D Rigby G WolfG&C Ritter

T&E Hoffman

27

7:00 am - Men’s Group
4:30 pm - Addiction Support Group
6:00 pm - Worship

J Roth

24

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Cub Scout Den Mtg. 

J&S Hagen

T&H Hankins

MARCH 2014MARCH 2014

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - Cub Scout Pack Mtg.

J&J Romano

23

J Roth

D&H Morley B&L Murphy

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation Class
7:00 pm - Surrendering the Secret

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

28 29

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kutz

6:00 pm - Bread & Belonging
     Bible Study

6:00 pm - Choir practice

6:00 pm - Choir practice

S&M Tylkowski

Happy Birthday
Theresa Hoffman

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation Class
7:00 pm - Surrendering the Secret

Day Light Saving 
 Time Begins
8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - TEEN FUN NIGHT
7:00 pm - Surrendering the Secret

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

6:00 pm - Bread & Belonging
     Bible Study

6:00 pm - Bread & Belonging
     Bible Study

6:00 pm - Choir practice

6:00 pm - Choir practice 7:00 am - Men’s Group
4:30 pm - Addiction Support Group
6:00 pm - Worship

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

Food Pantry 3:00-6:30pm Food Pantry
3:00-6:30pm

3130

7:00 pm - Ash Wednesday Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
4:30 pm - Addiction 
 Support Group
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Prom - GROW Event

` Spring Begins `St. Patrick’s Day

Happy 
Anniversary

Mr. & Mrs. 
Marty Garstkiewicz

Happy Birthday
Samuel Hagen

Ben Hagen
Jean Roth

Happy Birthday
Mark Kandray

Happy Birthday
Ericson Hoffman

Happy Birthday
Ken Knutson
Jason Larkin

Happy Birthday
Dave Rigby

Justin Romano

Happy Birthday
Melissa Luszcz

Happy Birthday
Glen Stevens

9:30 am - 
Weight 
Watchers

Happy Birthday
Sandy Larkin
Rose Stevens8:30 am - Worship

9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
7:00 pm - Surrendering the Secret

Happy Birthday
Hazel Morley

Happy Birthday
Holly Smith

Food Pantry 3:00-6:30pm
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· Alcohol · Illegal Drugs · Legal Drugs · Caffeine · Food · Nicotine · Control · Work · Sex · Approval · Codependency · Abuse · 
 

Has your addiction brought you to a 
DDEAD END? 

Faith-Based 12-Step Program 
for Freedom from Addiction 

 

Saturdays at 4:30 p.m.  
beginning December 7th 

Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 
5050 N Johnsburg Road 

Johnsburg, IL  60051 

(847) 497-4569     www.joyfulharvest.org 
Anyone who is struggling with addictive behaviors 

is encouraged to attend. 
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Has your addiction brought you to a 
DEAD END? 

Faith-Based 12-Step Program 
for Freedom from Addiction 

 

Saturdays at 4:30 p.m.  

DEAD END?

Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 
5050 N Johnsburg Road 

Johnsburg, IL  60051 

(847) 497-4569     www.joyfulharvest.org 
Anyone who is struggling with addictive behaviors 

is encouraged to attend. 
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
  Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who 
wants to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been 
meeting for over 7 years.    

Can Collection:
  Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are 
supporting the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Adult Bible Study:
  We encourage continual growth in our faith. Please consider joining the Adult Bible Study on 
Sunday mornings during Sunday School at 9:30 am. 

Confi rmation Classes:
  In confi rmation, students learn about God, their faith, and the promises made for them at 
baptism, so that they might accept them for themselves. Usually for students in 7th grade and 
up, Pastor encourages anyone interested in deepening their faith to come and explore. Dinner is 
served!!     

Our Younger Worshipers:
 We believe strongly that God invites and welcomes everyone, young 
and old alike.  At Joyful Harvest, children are often dancing during hymns 
and moving about during the service.  We see this not as a distraction, but 
embrace it as a natural part of the fullness of God’s kingdom.

Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be February 9th from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 pm.  Youth 
activity fun nights are usually the 2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up. 

Food Pantry:
March is our month to staff the Food Pantry on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 to 6:30pm.  
To schedule times to help please contact Bill Rudzena at 815-347-4746.  Please join our Helping 
Hands Food Pantry volunteers for the month of March.  It’s not just rewarding, but fun, too. 



Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group continues 
to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church for fellowship 
and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All men are invited 

to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS APPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS (CONT.)(CONT.)

Membership:
 You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to participate in the social, service, or worship 
events of this congregation.  You are invited to join in any of these right away.  Membership here 
is not a “registration” for congregational benefi ts; rather it is a faith step toward more active 
involvement and growth.  When you want to consider that step, please contact the pastor.

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Friday nights at 6:00 pm.  If you’d like to make joyful noise to 
the Lord, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Sunday School News:
 Our Pre-K through fi fth grade students are studying the LIVE curriculum - 
a wonderful series where we encourage the children to read their Bibles, 
strengthen their Bible skills and learn Bible truths.  Students are immersed in 
a Bible story each week, experiencing a new learning area and growing in their 
faith and relationship with God.  These stories come alive for the children in 
new and exciting ways.  If you have a heart for seeing a child’s faith blossom 

before your eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday School program.  If 
you feel called to help or have ideas for the Sunday School program, please speak to Pastor Doug 
or Holly Smith. Sunday School also includes an adult study, so plan on attending an adult class during
Sunday School hour.

Faith-Based 12 Step Program:
 Saturdays at 4:30 pm, Joyful Harvest hosts a 12 step program for freedom from addiction 
counseling. Anyone struggling with addictive behaviors is encouraged to attend. Please see Pastor 
Doug if you have any questions.
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FunFun
 Night Night

On Feb. 9th, we went to watch the LEGO Movie. 
See if you can tell who the new lego 
person is in the picture to the left. 

Next Fun Night is scheduled for March 9th.
Come and burn off some pent-up housebound energy! We‛ll 

have a bouncy house, indoor races, games and other fun 
stuff, as well as some great snacks!

Wednesday Evening 
Bread and Belonging 

Bible Study 
and Fellowship:

Come join us each week for our 
Wednesday evening Soup and Bread 
Bible Study!  We gather at 6:00 p.m. 
to share a meal and fellowship, study 
the texts from the previous Sunday’s 
worship, and close the evening with 
a short Compline worship! Hope to 
see you then!

Wednesday Evening

 
 

5050 Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 

 
www.joyfulharvest.org 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd  Annual 
Motorcycle Blessing 

and Ride 
April 26, 2014  9:30am 

 
Join us for food, fun and fellowship as we ride 
into Wisconsin to enjoy breakfast after asking 
God’s blessings on our 2014 riding season! 

 
For He will command His angels concerning you 

to guard you in all your ways.  (Psalm 91:11) 
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Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: A (See Exodus 2:10.)

? Christian Symbol

 Pelican –– In the Middle 
Ages, the pelican came to 
represent Jesus’ sacrifi ce of his 
blood for the world. According 
to legend, a mother pelican, in 
times of famine, would pluck 

open her chest and feed her young with her own 
blood. An alternate myth was that she fed her dying 
young with her blood to revive them, losing her 
own life in the process. The depiction of a pelican 
with a drop of blood on her chest is called “the 
pelican in her piety.”

 Moses was a prophet and lawgiver for 
God’s chosen people, the Israelites. What 
does the name Moses mean in Hebrew? 
A.  “Out of the water” 
B.  “Giver of the Law”
C.  “Prophet”
D.  “God is good”

Surrendering the Secret Abortion Support Group
Abortion has been a readily available part of our culture since it’s legalization in 1973. Since then 
approximately 55 million abortions have been recorded in our nation. Statistics estimate that 
close to 43% (1 out of 3) women of childbearing age have experienced an abortion. These are 
your sisters, mothers, wives and friends.  These women carry an incredible burden of silence and 
heartache. Many struggle for years with repressed memories, guilt, shame and depression. Most 
women feel they are not allowed to talk about their abortion experience, especially in church.

The truth is many women who have had an abortion suffer from symptoms of post-abortion 
grief and trauma. Most often, neither the medical community nor the church understands 
abortion as a risk factor in a woman’s physical, spiritual or emotional health.

If you feel you have never completely healed or recovered from an abortion experience, or that 
a past abortion may be affecting your current quality of life, then Surrendering the Secret is for 
you.  This study offers a 6 step biblical healing model led by women who have been where you 
are.  To confi dentially contact a post-abortive ministry leader, email surrenderingthesecret@
joyfulharvest.org.

Eight-week Bible Study 
and Support Group

Starts Feb 9, 7-9:30 p.m.
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FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONSFEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

03/02 Theresa Hoffman
03/03 Samuel Hagen
03/03 Ben Hagen

03/15 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kutz
03/31 Mr. & Mrs. Marty Garstkiewicz

03/03 Jean Roth
03/08 Mark Kandray
03/10 Ericson Hoffman
03/19 Ken Knutson
03/19 Jason Larkin
03/20 Dave Rigby
03/20 Justin Romano
03/22 Melissa Luszcz
03/23 Glen Stevens
03/24 Rose Stevens
03/24 Sandy Larkin
03/25 Hazel Morley
03/29 Holly Smith

Legend of the Dogwood
At the time of the crucifi xion, the dogwood had reached the size of the 

mighty oak tree.  So strong and fi rm was the wood that it was chosen as 

the timber for Jesus’s cross.

 To be used for such a cruel purpose greatly distressed the dogwood.  

While nailed upon it, Jesus sensed this, and in his compassion said, “Because 

of your pity for my suffering, never again shall the dogwood tree grow large 

enough to be used for a cross.  Henceforth, it shall be slender, bent, and 

twisted, and its blossoms shall be in the form of a cross-two large and two 

short petals.”

  In the center of the outer edge of each petal will be the print of nails. In 

the center of the fl ower, stained with blood, will be a crown of thorns so 

that all who see it will remember.”



Jo
yf

ul
 H

ar
ve

st
 C

hu
rc

h
50

50
 N

. J
oh

ns
bu

rg
 R

oa
d

Jo
hn

sb
ur

g, 
IL

  6
00

51

Ti
m

e 
D

at
ed

 M
at

er
ia

l –
 P

le
as

e 
Ex

pe
di

te
Ad

dr
es

s C
or

re
ct

io
n 

Re
qu

es
te

d

The cost of miracles
 A little girl went to her bedroom and pulled a glass jelly jar 
from its hiding place in the closet. She poured the change out 
on the fl oor and counted it carefully.  Three times, even.  The 
total had to be exactly perfect.  No chance here for mistakes. 
 Carefully placing the coins back in the jar and twisting on 
the cap, she slipped out the back door and made her way 6 
blocks to Rexall’s Drug Store with the big red Indian Chief 
sign above the door. 
 She waited patiently for the pharmacist to give her some 
attention, but he was too busy at this moment.  Tess twisted 
her feet to make a scuffi ng noise.  Nothing.  She cleared her 
throat with the most disgusting sound she could muster.  No 
good.  Finally she took a quarter from her jar and banged it on 
the glass counter.  That did it! 
 ‘And what do you want?’ The pharmacist asked in an annoyed 
tone of voice.  ‘I’m talking to my brother from Chicago whom 
I haven’t seen in ages,’ he said without waiting for a reply to 
his question. 
 ‘Well, I want to talk to you about my brother,’ Tess answered 
back in the same annoyed tone. ‘He’s really, really sick....and I 
want to buy a miracle.’ 
 ‘I beg your pardon?’ said the pharmacist. 
 ‘His name is Andrew and he has something bad growing 
inside his head and my Daddy says only a miracle can save him 
now.  So how much does a miracle cost?’ 
 ‘We don’t sell miracles here, little girl. I’m sorry but I can’t 
help you,’ the pharmacist said, softening a little. 
 ‘Listen, I have the money to pay for it.  If it isn’t enough, I will 
get the rest.  Just tell me how much it costs.’ 
 The pharmacist’s brother was a well-dressed man.  He 
stooped down and asked the little girl, ‘What kind of a miracle 
does your brother need?’ ‘ I don’t know,’ Tess replied with her 
eyes welling up. ‘I just know he’s really sick and Mommy says 
he needs an operation. But my Daddy can’t pay for it, so I want 
to use my money.’ 
 ‘How much do you have?’ asked the man from Chicago. 
 ‘One dollar and eleven cents,’ Tess answered barely audible. 
‘And it’s all the money I have, but I can get some more if I 
need to.’ 
 ‘Well, what a coincidence,’ smiled the man.‘A dollar and 
eleven cents---the exact price of a miracle for little brothers.’ 
 He took her money in one hand and with the other hand he 
grasped her mitten and said ‘Take me to where you live. I want 
to see your brother and meet your parents. Let’s see if I have 
the miracle you need.’ 
 That well-dressed man was Dr. Carlton Armstrong, a 
surgeon, specializing in neurosurgery. The operation was 
completed free of charge and it wasn’t long until Andrew was 
home again and doing well. 
 Mom and Dad were happily talking about the chain of 
events that had led them to this place. 
 ‘That surgery,’ her Mom whispered, ‘was a real miracle.  I 
wonder how much it would have cost?’ 
 Tess smiled.  She knew exactly how much a miracle cost....
one dollar and eleven cents...plus the faith of a little child.


