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March 16, 2020 

 

Friends, 

 

I never thought that, as a pastor, I would have to face the decision that I had to make last week.  

Due to the problems associated with COVID-19, and after much prayer and discussion with the 

church council, Joyful Harvest will suspend in-person worship, bible studies, and group meetings 

for an indefinite period of time. 

 

What does this mean?  We will be live streaming worship on Sunday mornings at 9 am. We 

will live stream Wednesday Evening Bible Study (at 6:30 pm) and Wednesday Lenten Worship 

(at 7:30 pm).  Saturday morning’s Men’s Group will live stream at 7 am. All groups that meet at 

Joyful Harvest have been instructed that the building will be closed to them starting Wednesday, 

March 18. 

 

How does this work?  Well, at this time, we’re still working out the bugs that inevitably crop up 

when we introduce new technology.  We will be live streaming via a platform called ZOOM. 

You can access the live stream by going to our Joyful Harvest homepage 

(www.joyfulharvest.org) and clicking on the link for the event you want to attend.  You can view 

from either your web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, etc.) or you can download an 

app to watch.  The ZOOM platform was chosen because it will work for both worship and bible 

study. 

 

What about communion? Should you wish to receive communion, you may come to Joyful 

Harvest whenever anyone is in the office (generally Monday-Thursday mornings) and I will be 

more than happy to share communion with you.  Give a call to the church (847-497-4569) before 

you come, just to be sure I’m here. 

 

What about visitation? I am also curtailing visitation, unless a true emergency arises. If you 

have a need in this category, my cell phone number is (815) 236-6320. 

 

As I said above, this has been a very difficult decision to make, but I think it is in the best 

interest of the community to take this unprecedented step. A quote from Martin Luther reminds 

us that there have been times like this before.  When he was dealing with the Black Plague, he 

wrote these wise words that can help us think about how we approach things happening in our 

world right now: 
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"I shall ask God mercifully to protect us.  Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 

medicine and take it.  I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order 

not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their 

death as a result of my negligence.  If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I 

have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or 

the death of others.  If my neighbor needs me however, I shall not avoid place or person but will 

go freely as stated above.  See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor 

foolhardy and does not tempt God."  (Luther's Works, Volume 43, p.132). 

 

Some may call all of this fear, or worry, or a lack of faith. It, quite simply, is not. It is wisdom, 

prudence, and most of all love for all of humanity.  That means we care for everyone by taking 

care to not spread what we do not understand. It isn’t fear but faith in action.  

 

There is fear out there, however. Fear of not having enough, fear of isolation, and fear of the 

unknown. Don’t be afraid; take time to meditate, to pray, to create new ways to serve, to call the 

friend who needs you, to love. If we know that the God we cannot see loves us, we can grow in 

this moment to love others without being next to someone.  

 

Maybe in a month or two we will realize that we didn’t need such precautions. But wisdom and 

love dictate that this is the best thing right now, as opposed to sitting in the future wishing we 

had been wise instead of foolish while calling it faith. 

 

We won’t be meeting at the church for worship next week. But we will meet. Love is greater 

than distance, and sometimes distance is the wisest form of love. 

 

Please pray with me now… where you are… 

Good and gracious God, 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors remember those who are most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 

between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility of taking care of our children when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market, 

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us find 

ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen. 

 

God’s blessings and God’s peace, 

 

 

Pastor Doug 


