
 

 
6th Annual 
El Divino 

 Mission Trip  
June 13-20, 2020 
Led by Ray Pratscher and Theresa Ancona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

El Divino Servants Contact Information 
 

1. Ray Pratscher   

2. Pastor Doug              

3. Trudy Moriarty      

4. Theresa Ancona       

5.  Neil Barbour             

6. Monica Fetherston  

7. Steven Wells 

8. Conner Wells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

JOBS AND DUTIES 

● Food -   
○ Plans menu and shopping needs during the trip 
○ Handles all the money for shopping 
○ We need to bring grocery bags!  

● Water person -  
○ Monitors 5 gallon drinking water supply and flags when more is needed  

● Finance -  
○ Handles all of the money during the trip and records expenses 

● Site Leaders - Ray and Pastor and anyone with carpentry experience/skills 
● Devotion Leader -  

○ Prepares nightly devotions for the group 
● Flight Reservations and coordination - Pastor and Ray 

○ Book Reservations -  
● VBS -  

○ Volunteers 
○ Crafts & supplies 

● VBS bags -  
○ Solicit from businesses and church/schools(?) for supplies to be donated 

● Fundraising -  
○ Come up with ideas to raise money for the trip 

● Health and Consent Forms (medical insurance is mandatory)   
○ Will be charged with keeping possession of papers while in Mexico. 

● Van Reservations -  
● Van Drivers - Ray and Pastor 

○ Need copy of license and must be 21 or older 
● LCBM Reservation and Contact - Ray 
● Affirmation bags -  

○ Make a bag for each participant -  
○ Duct Tape 

● Transportation to and from airport -  
○ We will have people drive us?  
○ Leave Ray’s truck at airport? 

● Dedication Crosses -  
○ Purchase/make crosses for the houses before the trip -  

● T-Shirts -   
○ Design and buy shirts for the group -  

● Hotels -  
○ Plan Friday night hotel stay in San Diego  

■ Beach Haven - 4740 Mission Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109 



 

● Photographer - on your own 

 
Estimated cost per person -7 people last trip 

(depends a lot on how many people are going) 
 

Item 2018 Budget Comments 

Rental Vans $166.00 One van this year - no cargo van 

Fuel/Tolls $8/9  

Food $140  

Doors/Windows/etc. $50 (Houses cost $1750 a piece, plus door and 
windows) Doors - $110 ea (2) 
Windows - $20 ea in Mexico (4) 

T-shirt $5  (shirt for Daniel) 

Spending $$  tacos, water,  

Lodging at mission $90 $15 per person per night 

Airplane tickets $437+400??!!  

Hotel -  $83  

Airport parking $11 $80 total 

Fundraising/Thrivent $250(PD)  

Church contribution ??  

Out of Pocket $950? $988 total so far 

 
 

Payment Schedule 
March  - $250 
April  - $250 
May  - $250 
June  - $200   
 

Make checks payable to Joyful Harvest 
Church. Put the participant’s name and 
“TJ Mission Trip” in the “memo” part 
of the check. Mail/turn in check to 
Joyful Harvest. You can also give the 
check to Pastor Doug, Ray, or Theresa. 

 
 



 

Trip Itinerary - from last year - times will change with the 2020 flights 
 
Saturday June 13, 2019 
   3:45 am - Meet at Joyful Harvest 
   4:00 am-    Leave Joyful Harvest 
   5:00 am    Arrive at MKE 
   7:05 am    Flight leaves for San Diego  (Southwest Flt 4500) 
   9:10 am    Arrival in San Diego; pick up vans 

- lunch 
- Shop in Chula Vista for groceries and supplies 
- Leave San Diego for El Divino 
- Arrive at El Divino, unload 
- Pick up drinking water 
- Pack Sunday school bags 
- Tour worksites 
- Dinner at Taco Stand 
- Process day’s events; devotions 

10pm - Go to bed   
10:30pm - lights out 
 
Sunday June 14, 2019 
8am - breakfast at El Divino 
TBD - church and Sunday School at El Divino 
Noon - travel downtown for lunch (on your own) and shopping 
5:30 - back at the mission; construction tools readied for tomorrow, load vans, make 
              VBS signs 
6:30pm - light dinner at El Divino 
7:30pm - continue preparations for tomorrow, run errands if needed 
9pm - devotions 
10pm - bedtime 
10:30pm - lights out 
 
Monday June 15, 2019 
7am - Breakfast at El Divino 
8am - unpack VBS supplies, start cutting wood, start painting walls 
Noon - Lunch at El Divino 
4pm - shop for additional supplies or food as needed 
6pm - dinner at El Divino 
8:30pm - process the day; devotions 
10pm - bedtime 
10:30pm - lights out 
 
Tuesday June 16, 2019 
7am - breakfast at El Divino 
7:30am - finish loading construction materials into the vans, lunch crew makes  
                    lunches for the worksites 
8am - travel to worksites, houses roughed in, put up VBS signs 
Noon - lunch at worksites 
5pm - return home from worksites 



 

6pm - dinner at taco stand 
7pm - run errands if needed 
8:30pm - devotions 
10pm - bedtime 
10:30pm - lights out 
 
Wednesday June 17, 2019 
7am - breakfast at El Divino 
7:30am - finish loading construction materials into the vans, lunch crew makes  
                    lunches for the worksites 
8am - travel to worksites, side, roof, and loft building; add door and windows 
Noon - lunch at worksites 
5pm - return home from worksites 
6pm - dinner at El Divino 
7pm - run errands if needed 
8:30pm - devotions 
10pm - bedtime 
10:30 - lights out 
 
Thursday June 18, 2019 
7am - breakfast at El Divino 
7:30am - finish loading construction materials into the vans, lunch crew makes  
                    lunches for the worksites 
8am - travel to worksites, trim and details, rolled roofing, touch-up paint 
Noon - lunch at worksites - VBS 
5pm - return home from worksites 
6pm - dinner at El Divino 
7pm - run errands if needed 
8:30pm - devotions 
10pm - bedtime 
10:30 - lights out 
 
Friday June 19, 2019 
7am - breakfast at El Divino 
7:30am - load finishing materials into the vans, clean up rooms, pack to leave,  
                    suitcases downstairs 
8am - travel to sites, finish as needed 
TBD - house dedications 
TBD - final cleanup and pack 
TBD - lunch 
TBD - Leave El Divino to cross border and travel to San Diego 
TBD - Dinner on your own $ (but we will eat as a group) 

Options - World Famous. Many restaurants are breakfast/lunch only. JRDN has a sushi bar, 

prices $12 and up…  www.tower23.com  has dinner/ocean view, other choices on main road 1 

block away from ocean. 
TBD - group activity or free time 
10:30pm - back in room and lights out 
 
 



 

Saturday June 20, 2019 
TBD - breakfast and lunch on your own $ 

 

Options - Woody’s ocean view, Truck Stop (behind Woody’s,their sister restaurant, no ocean 

view, breakfast/lunch), Kono’s (small seating inside but 2 outdoor seating areas, ocean view, 

breakfast/ lunch). 

 
11:00-ish  - leave for airport and return vans 
4:50 pm - departure (Southwest Flt 2833) 
10:45 pm - arrival at MKE 
12:00 am-ish - arrive at Joyful Harvest 
 

 
KITCHEN AND BAÑO DUTY 
 
You will be assigned to work in the kitchen or in the baños each day. Job descriptions are 
outlined below:  
 
BREAKFAST TEAM 

 
● Need to get coffee ready the night before so the pot just needs to be plugged in in the 

morning. Use the water out of the water dispenser. Don't use tap water. 
● All fruit and vegetables need to be washed in good water out of the dispenser. NOT tap 

water! 
● Food needs to be put out (cold cereal, toast, fruit, pancakes, french toast, scrambled 

eggs, juice, milk (see breakfast menu for the day) by 7:00 AM. 
● Dishes need to be washed.  

○ Put boiled tap water in a clean bowl to wash.  
○ Put boiled tap water in another bowl for the first rinse.  
○ Put boiled tap water in a third bowl with a capful of bleach for the final rinse. 

● Tables need to be wiped clean. 
● Empty garbage if can is full. There is a large trash can in the courtyard to put the 

garbage in. Be sure to put a new garbage bag back in the garbage can. 
 
LUNCH TEAM 
 

● The team is responsible for lunches everyday, but on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, it will also need to prepare the backpacks, Igloo water jugs and coolers ready 
for each site. 

● All fruit/veggies need to be washed in good water from the dispenser. NOT tap water! 
● There is one backpack, one cooler and a water jug per site. 

○ One backpack should have a roll of paper toweling, roll of toilet paper, plastic 
cups, hand sanitizer, facial wipes, trash bag and a first aid kit. 



 

○ The other backpack (or same backpack if we are only using one) should have 
cookies, fruit and chips for all team members. (Watermelon needs to be in 
cooler, of course!) 

● Each person will make his/her own lunch, label the sandwich bag and put in his/her 
work site cooler. (The chips and fruit go in the second (or the same) backpack with the 
cookies.) 

● Fill one large Igloo water jugs (per site) about ¾ full with water. They are to be filled 
from the five gallon good water dispenser. Two frozen liter bottles of water should be 
put in each water container to keep it cold. 

● Get the coolers ready. Put a frozen water gallon in each cooler. Take a gallon jug of 
water, which will be available for lemonade and iced tea, (replenish water bottles, mix 
etc. as needed). Put one gallon in each cooler. 

● When we get back from the work site, empty the cooler(s), wipe them out with boiled 
dish water.  

● Put the jugs used to freeze the water container and coolers back in the freezer. 
● Dishes need to be washed. Put boiled tap water in a clean bowl to wash, put boiled tap 

water in another bowl for the first rinse. Put boiled tap water in a third bowl with a 
capful of bleach for the final rinse. 

● Throw the trash away from each site. 
 
DINNER TEAM 

 
● Get drinks ready. Make lemonade if there is none in the fridge. Follow directions on the 

container. Use water out of the dispenser. NOT TAP WATER! Other drinks to offer: 
water, juice, milk.  

● The main course needs to be cooked. (See menu) 
● If needed, condiments need to be put out. 
● All fruit and vegetables need to be washed in good water from the dispenser. NOT tap 

water! 
● Tables need to be wiped clean and set. 
● After dinner - Dishes need to be washed.  

○ Put boiled tap water in a clean bowl to wash. 
○ Put boiled tap water in another bowl for the first rinse.  
○ Put boiled tap water in a third bowl with a capful of bleach for the final rinse. 

● Empty garbage if can is full. There is a large trash can in the courtyard to put the 
garbage in. Be sure to put a new garbage bag back in the garbage can. 

 
BAÑO TEAM 

 
The bathrooms need to be cleaned each morning before we leave for the worksite. 

● Wear disposable gloves. (They will be on the supply table in the kitchen.) 
● Sinks and stools need to be wiped down with disinfectant wipes.  If you are cleaning 

both the sink and toilet, start with the sink and then the toilet.  Change gloves before 
you start the next bathroom. 



 

● Empty the garbage cans. There is a large trash can in the courtyard in which to put the 
garbage. Be sure to put a new garbage bag back in the garbage can.  After the garbage 
cans have been emptied, and a new bag put in, leave the garbage can outside the 
bathroom door.  This will signal the room is ready to be mopped.  

● Make sure there are replacement rolls of toilet paper and paper towels, as well as one 
hand sanitizer and one liquid soap in each bathroom. 

● Last but not least, mop out bathrooms and shower floors with disinfectant. (There is 
Lysol to add to the water.) The mop and bucket should be in the courtyard by the sink. 
The dirty water is to be dumped down the drain in the courtyard. 

 
DO NOT FLUSH TOILET PAPER DOWN THE TOILET! 
If you accidentally put toilet paper in the toilet, there is a pair of tongs next to the toilet to pick 
it out. Put it in the trash can. The septic system plugs quite easily.  It's not as bad as it sounds. 
There will be a trash can next to the toilet bowl for you to put toilet paper and other items in 
when you are done.  
REMEMBER: 
If it's yellow, let it mellow. If it's brown flush it down! After washing your hands with soap and 
water, be sure to use the hand sanitizer for added protection. 
 

Work Teams: this is an example of last year’s teams - of course, these will 
change 

 

Team Uno Team Dos Team Tres Team Cuatro 

Theresa 
Sandy 

Ray 
Andrew (Sat, Mon, 

Wed, Fri) 

Trudy 
Neal 
Doug 

Andrew (Sun, Tues, 
Thurs) 

X X 

 
            
MEAL AND BAÑO SCHEDULE:     

Day Baño Breakfast Lunch Dinner 

Saturday Uno Airport San Diego Taco stand  

Sunday Dos Uno TJ Dos 

Monday Uno Dos Uno Dos 

Tuesday Dos Uno Dos Uno 

Wednesday Uno Dos Uno Marta and the 



 

ladies :) 

Thursday Dos Uno Dos Uno 

Friday Uno Dos commissioning San Diego 

   
 

A Guide to Good Health in Tijuana 
 
We are going to be staying in a foreign country with a culture different from ours.  
There are some precautions we must practice to remain healthy on our trip. We have 
put together the following tips that we have learned through our experiences in 
Mexico: 

1. You must have an updated tetanus shot and current emergency medical forms! 
2. Don’t take risks with the water. DO NOT DRINK THE WATER FROM THE 

FAUCETS!! Do not let any of the tap water get into your mouth. Keep your 
mouth closed in the shower. Do not rinse your toothbrush in the water from the 
faucet! (If you accidentally do this, throw your toothbrush away!) We will 
provide drinking/brushing water and plenty of drinkable fluids. Do not order 
ice in your soft drinks! When you do not follow these directions, you may suffer 
from diarrhea.  

3. Keep your hands clean. Wash them often with good water, especially before you 
eat. Bring a bottle of hand sanitizer that you can keep in your backpack for daily 
usage. 

4. Do not be surprised if you acquire diarrhea.  Even slight changes that occur 
when travelling can result in intestinal disturbances. One of the following 
medications should be brought in case this happens to you: Imodium A-D, 
Pepto-Bismol, Parepectolin, or Lomotil. Some people take two tablets of Pepto 
Bismol per day as a precaution. Others actually have the opposite problem when 
travelling; know your body. :) 

5. If you have allergies or other health conditions, remember to pack the meds 
you might need.  

6. We will eat only at selected food places. Even so, do not take chances eating 
leafy green vegetables. The general rule is this: if you can’t peel it (ie. bananas 
and oranges), and you can’t boil it, don’t eat it.  

7. Do not take any chances at the work sites or the mission. Work safely and 
carefully. Never leave the site or the mission by yourself. If you are not 21, you 
may only leave with an adult. Do not use a bucket as a ladder!! 

8. Do not walk around with bare feet at any time. If you have to dig in the soil, 
wear gloves. Hookworm and other parasites enter through your skin.  



 

9. Never antagonize animals or insects. Tarantulas and scorpions are not usually 
deadly but can hurt you badly. Black widow spiders, fire ants, and killer bees are 
very dangerous. We have never seen these creatures, but knowledge is power. 
Avoid the dogs in Tijuana! Some are aggressive and some may carry disease.  

10. Wear a hat and sunscreen when working in direct sunlight. Take breaks. Drink 
liquids. If your urine is dark yellow, that is a bad sign. Drink until you run clear! 

11. Use common sense. Be patient.  
12. Let a leader or an adult know if you are not feeling well. Do not push yourself to 

save face; be smart.  
 

 What to Pack for Tijuana 
Each person is allowed two checked bags, one carry-on bag, and a personal item such 
as a purse or backpack. One of your checked bags will be filled with general supplies 
(VBS, tools, etc.) that will be handed out at our last meeting. The other bag should be 
used for your personal items.  
 
Here’s a non-comprehensive list of what to bring: 

❏ Passport 
❏ Tools 

❏ One or two paint rollers 
❏ Paint brush 
❏ Hammer 
❏ Tape measure 
❏ Pencils 
❏ Speed square 
❏ Backpack for worksite (tools, water bottle, sunscreen, snacks, etc.) 

❏ Personal items 
❏ Towels and washcloth and clothespins (to hang them on the line to dry) 
❏ Shower stuff (in Ziplock bags works well) 
❏ Flip flops for the shower 
❏ Extra toothbrush (in case you rinse one in local water) 
❏ Refillable water bottle 
❏ Sunscreen 
❏ First aid supplies in a Ziplock bag (Band-Aids, Imodium, hand sanitizer, 

etc.) 
❏ Facial wipes to wash hands and face without water 
❏ Flashlight and batteries - most use light on cellphone 
❏ Bedding - twin sheets, pillow, light blanket, sleeping bag 



 

❏ Bible - I use mine on my phone 
❏ Paper, small encouragement gifts,  and pens for affirmation bags 
❏ Earplugs if snoring, roosters, or dogs barking will keep you up 
❏ Small hand sanitizer for backpack 
❏ Sinus meds if changes in air make you stuffy 
❏ Medications in original containers if you use them (border patrol may 

check them) 
❏ Snacks (granola, trail mix, etc.) - great for the airport and snacking 
❏ Deck of cards, BOOK to read before bed 
❏ $100-$150 in cash for shopping and meals on your own (shops in 

Tijuana take credit cards) 
❏ Clothing 

❏ General - modest clothing 
❏ Modest PJs - you will be outside of your dorm room to get to the 

bathrooms (at night can get down to 60 degrees) 
❏ Modest swimsuit for San Diego pool 
❏ Hat and sunglasses 
❏ Sturdy shoes for work; light shoes to relax 
❏ Work clothes - prepare to get dirty and full of paint (Sat, Mon, 

Tues, and Wed) 
❏ Nice clothes for church and shopping in TJ on Sunday 
❏ Nicer (clean) clothes for dedication and traveling on Thursday 
❏ Clothes in which to play and travel on Friday 

❏ Cellphone and charger 
❏ The mission has Wi-Fi 
❏ Do not take your phone to work sites; they can be locked up at the 

mission 
❏ Make sure you know your cell plan for international calls/texting - if you 

don’t have an international plan, turn your phone on “airplane mode” 
prior to crossing the border and use only on wifi 

 
Do not bring alcohol, controlled substances or anything that can be considered a 
weapon. 
 

Code of Ethics for Mission Trip Members 
 

1. We are the hands and feet of Christ. It is a privilege to be in Tijuana and we need to 
represent God well. 



 

2. Modest clothing at all times. 
3. No alcohol or drugs at any time on the trip. (Marijuana is a drug.) 
4. As Americans, we are often outgoing, having a natural curiosity and freedom which is 

not always understood by other cultures. Be aware of this. To avoid being offensive, talk 
to your host if you have questions regarding this topic. 

5. Do not question the Mexican people’s way of living, ministering, or lifestyle. 
6. Do not complain about conditions, food, travel, etc. Smile, be cheerful, show love. 
7. Try to learn a phrase or two in Spanish. (ie. hola, como esta, esta bien) 
8. You are a servant of God; do not have the attitude of being the calvary who is here to 

help these poor people. 
9. Do not judge others’ conduct. You have no idea how God is working. Spread the Gospel - 

if necessary, use words.  
10. Do not give your family money/materials directly. Give donations to Daniel.  
11. Be considerate of Daniel’s and Marta’s time. They are not our personal tour guides; 

they have jobs to do, too.  
12. Do not talk about military issues, political issues, or religious groups. NEVER WEAR 

ARMY FATIGUES!  This could put you in danger.  
13. Some words and slang can be offensive and/or confuse the Mexicans; check with Daniel 

before you put your foot in your mouth.  
14. Be respectful of the Mexican culture - music, language, customs, clothing, etc.  
15. As witnesses of Christ, we should seek to learn about and respect the culture of the 

Mexican people. Here are some things to remember: 
a. WE are the strange ones! We are the ones with the funny accents, clothing, 

perspectives, etc. We are guests in Mexico. Do not criticize or laugh at anyone we 
come across.  

b. Watch your language. You can do damage to the image of Christ that we are 
trying to portray when you use negative, judgmental or foul language. What 
comes out of your mouth should always be kind, and don’t swear! 

c. Watch your facial expressions. We communicate many things through our 
expressions: disapproval, disgust, pleasure, joy. Remember to communicate the 
right things at the right times. If someone asks, “Do you like the food?” do not 
make a face like you just swallowed a tarantula; that will speak volumes! 

d. Be careful with the Spanish you think you know. You may say the wrong thing. 
e. Avoid being alone with a member of the opposite sex for any length of time.  
f. Go with the flow. Time in Mexico is much slower paced. 
g. Do not take pictures of what might be private spaces or negative aspects of the 

neighborhood; this may be offensive.  


